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Thank you $0 much for taking the time lo answer these questions.

\We are working on a report to help understand the intent of people who lonsure
their hair. Please circle the cormect answer.

Have you tonsured in the past or would you consider tonsuring in the future?
ves B. No

Question 1: When tonsuring, is the hair being given in some way to the deity or is
the purpose just to remove the hair (to remove ego, Sins elc.)?

A The purpose is just to remove the hair.
B-The hair is being received by the deity.

C. | don't know

D. Other (please explain)

Question: So, to ask the same question again in a different way, when tonsuring,
is the hair being received by the deity?

A. No : BYes .

C. | don't know D. Other (please explain).

ity i i cutling of
Question 2: (If you answered that the deity is receiving the hair), Is the :
the hair just to get the hair off and after it could be offered, or is the cutting itself

giving or part of the giving of the hair to the deity?

A The cutting is just to get the hair off for offering afterwards.
& The cutting of the hair is giving or part of the giving of the hair.

C. | don't know

D. Other (please explain).

Question: So, to ask the same question a different way. is the cutting of the hair
part of the giving of the hair 1o the deity?

A No ""{‘I‘Es

C. | don't know
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oconuts are broken for two reasons:-

The breaking of Lhe coconul as an acl of sacrilice - Sel=Saerilice [or Lhe wellare of all O1P1P|_| naPavw ,D’TJ]’U k%))
beings. We hope and pray that we may use this human birth to benefit others and for the

service of all beings (sarva-bhiila-hita). - D”D’—‘PND I,w '-'\711’9 TIJ’TI
As g sacrifice to the clementals (bhittas) for the removal of negative and obstructing
lorees of chaos - bhiita-bali. l_lj.-lpl_‘) D”D’jpxo Dbpo
NTY1 YRNwIY DYYDNN DNpn UNIR NP0 YO NANT MY (R
95 onY MMO°Y 07D IPROI .N1PIAN DO DY DMWY ,DINR NXRIAY PWNIRA

.D’2OYnm D°2°Ywin MM Myoswil

AP TTY PRI ANAN D 07DIPRD Y NAY X1 MOYDI PRTIAY R¥NI
95 °7272 RNPIR MWYY AWp NP MY YaX 112 PINTY TWORY 1oN° °D DX
JINNRY TNR

1900 YY P’y 1ON0a DPYWN 19°RD 1aND D NNAY YR W2 ,10 1D
317 297 292N VXN ,HYD 123 PR T DINK ,TIND DD IPRD

NPT CIR IR NMIPNYN IV 1Y W’ DPDIPRO AP HAY DPYT LNIR VA"
NMLP ?]29p 17 1D AN .NPDHON APR OPDMIPRD AV NAY WY *ndYIwd
NA1IPN \ 129p YW 05*IPRO RITW D°AVIN O AT YO 0P ,inab T onp
My 5%
NRT JARA NI07 IR J29P IR 7RI OPDIPRO N0 AR NYIY DX YaX
727 Y I ann R YORAY XaaY nIon DR °D LAYRWN nh
LJI9RY NPT NXT 1991 .A0°2T PYO X1 DX NAIpN 1T ,9OKRD

DPIMIR DNXWD PIONN AR Y DRIX *NYRYY ,0WY *NaYnw 72700 P N
JPIANRRY 1D HORY AT AR ONY DUMONN DAY Y 1Y DM, 07DIPRD MY

010w VIPWi ATY 1Nnd 9D ,07DIPRD 1Y nn YW mynwni TXn P9
D171 YD WNn DN MYV ANKRY 111 0210w TAaY Nvp 0 D°YnNnwn
JOIWDY ROX ,D°WIW DMIXD 1M1 DYDY PN "nbn YXX DIpra mpw
DIpn1a .5 O°DIPRO NIINA 12 DVNNYN DAY VIDA ,WNN 2PV 7NN
,0N%Y N1I27PA Y2 R0 72, NN YY 12TY D°27NW A1 MY ODIPRD
JYWR Nema paRY

AMDIN NMynwn

nY°Na D) DYNNYWNR 0Y10W ,0i°ANoa poIn 03 91 YA D3 091D 1M
J1Ipn MO-PRA RXNI 191 ,MYA0 DR PTAY 27100I1R

JPIDINY DPNOIY NN PN YN HPIDIX NN .27
NMY MYNO NP3 (MON 7”7 2 17y '0N) "0INA 712D NRXNI T 1YNY ]”Xb Dyv 1PN W
D2IPN NN NI NTIAYD



772 paT K 9

%1 PINTY TWOHRY 07DIPROY TN 0D WP MINTY AWP NP NXP IR

OYIX ,07DMPRO 12N YW XN P YO XY miynwnd Damonn ohdw

727P0 YV Mynwna XY AIDIX YW MYynvn 0w PR N0 N°YaNa
17172 PRI NPAY MR AT 7RO, NnxY

NNKX1,0°7270 DAINY 170712 1HWII DTN 2IWY NONNA D NN0 DINK
VIO NN AIM0A ROX ,NI21TRR YAIRD YW AIDIRD nmdn PR
JTT MMA DR Yapn YYRaY

DY °YWI1 0°TIA YOW ,D°TIAN YD 12T NR WIDNY 17 WD 12
D T VIT°0W 7250 NXRT INXY TP 1270 ,NNRA DINIRY 711 0’31501 DRI
JP1IWID XYY 020NN 0 D°INIR DAY AN NYTN 0°IY1A 06

JDIRA 2IPIDIX DYV NINON DR DPVIDNY NIMNPR Y XY 21wn NXRT Ta5n
.PDOY DIPN PRYN ROV

Sw Mn>i1 D°Vawi DDA
) o ) 1916 Niwa OOTI) 2817 1OMN
Another case of the hair offering is that made in
fulfilment of & vow or al a temple. In this case the hair | NP2 MY%20 DY 210D ,(DJ”JD'?

appears o be a gifi-offering which is made to the god as
representing the ife and srength of the donor; owing 1o the 1IN SW Aok X ,36

imporiance attached to the hair as the source of life and
sirengih, it was a very precious sacrifice. Sir James Frazer | D1)9N7 DX DO’10Y X°an
712 .55101 IR 7T DRI AWYIY MIYY YW APIDIRG DY RNDAT T 172N
Ynob YHRY TwYIv ,nInn YW arIDIR Gift-offering X1 NMYWAY 1R
X177 ,121 DN YW Mpnn DO MIYYRY mMwnn 911,270 YW nom 0»nn

AP TIRND OPDMIPRO

14. Hair offerings

1200 YW Mynwna o°pnm1Ta YD 02157 IWHX X 131D T
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IR NINDVNT MYTIN DAY MY I MNN AN MR MYTIM MR MNDLVN

DN PPTNN P DR 1DORY DOYN 30 HY MnnY PR N9 009” Comn pud nn

mman Y ND N1 ,Myna ’ON NMIPH DIV DWIY DYPX INY D225 NTIAY >TAIYD

N D22 TIYN NRAWD PHNNY NN N2 )M 12T IMRD DNY DN My 111N

979y IR PNPYW IPWH Myn N

“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India" by R. V. Russell .28
(published in 1916)
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Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego

TO1WD - POXRD NMYVA NPNI NPT MYANY  MMpn Pna Tva X o)
J90Y 7wna Py ynwnd

1T VOYN N°22 T AW D DY PO 22 TIRN PUIYN MIpn DA 1IRXN
P L,(MYWYR DR MoNY HH51 1Y nnnw DY 07w ANnd) DI”INY 1957 NIva
D00 TA1 X WX TTD-71 ,2Dn0i °HnIn TR TXN LDTIX 1YW DY
YA PHIN YW MIDONT NINIX NXT ,DPNIPRA D°ID0AY 1IP0I DUNMPNRI
77T ATIAYY NYANnYw Y00 *Y1Y 112y MmN DR MYYY MdT DAY PR P0D10
D YPW INRN AT IX DY MYIY WA D°ID0A IW TXN LNMYAY 1NTIW INRD
, 12V >0ID POYI NXR DIY 1MNKX *0ID OTX J2 TR 170D MdT YDNLY PR PINA
nvAY MTIV Da7n OYYH MY A MwYY MoT DAY PRY MY DAY TWDHX PR IR
ST ATIaYn May

,MID0NA DY MPIN DX T YDNnovn °HhIn N11Y 1pPOD VOYNI N°a
309712 1T NR 1PN

4957 AN12 8 DN (The Hindu) Y7YNN POV WOIN NTH P10 .29
‘The plaintiffs (T. T. D. Board and others) did not want to prevent the appellants .30
from carrying out their trade. There was no objection to the appellants running their
shaving saloons on Tirumala Hills and carrying on the profession of hair-cutting and
hairdressing of anyone who visited their saloons. There did not deem to be any
objection to the appellants shaving the heads of their customers but the only thing
they were not entitled to do, according to the plaintiffs, was to shave the heads of
pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the deity as offering. Therefore what

the plaintiffs wanted was not an exclusive right to carry on the profession of a barber.
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NX 11272 D7 YR H°OXY DWXY HYW DIYYW NR (D°2°7pN) 1°IDIR DY

D°Y2IN7 IRWI DIYIYND 0T DY DUR)
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DITPYXRY NMYY DR (293p79) WDIRD 1XIW 2170 D00 D2 TN0NN DPYR)
MMORD LAY 09IV ORI MY HY VIYYY *XIT YOOV 0TI N TDA PIHORY

2ORD MIPINY VR DX

VDIV PAP D TTXN 21V YV DINI0N VYNV MNYA NP poYw INRY
DX 10T X1 1991 ,AY°I0 1% NDRXIT N0Y R MMIA IR 03 1Y AKX D
[opwni MrxIA] N11YYa MBNNYA MYIYA 7P NYi

So all that the plaintiffs wanted was, an injunction restraining the defendants from
inducing the pilgrims to believe that they were offering their hair on their heads to the
diety when they got their heads shaved by the appellants and other defendants.
Therefore it appeared to him that the plaintiffs had a prima facie case that the .31
mirasidars were entitled exclusively to shave the heads of the pilgrim-votaries who
wished to offer the hair on their heads to the deity in discharge of their vowes and the
temple was entitled to control shaving of the heads of pilgrim-votaries and collect the
hair which was endowed to the deity.

‘After dealing with the various points raised by the advocated of both sides, the Judge
stated that it appeared to him that the balance of convenience was in favour of issuing

the injunction, and so he dismissed the appeal petition with costs.



a5 ONTIAY NI T7Ya NI901I N1KD - /2 PR

*TIN VOYNT N2 AT TN TINDY TWDHRY 77T X2102 D°21WN 0127 1Nd
DN TR ,NIYYR DX ONY 15 nNaY *10Y 071w and 1957 NIva 07Upnnv
NMYWI DX 0% 10T /A2 DAY 17172 PIYY DY MDY PPy v
DY XD ,NINTY DYDY TWDHR 117IDIX KV MNWYWYI IRYWA DX APIDIRD DORY
o0 NV NPNI P ATY MY Y XD 121m1) 773 AN 1Y 1Y%n A
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NONN AWPNN DY MPN 93 NN D25 IWHR 120D MIYWN NAIPI\NYNI DY Mynwn
DPYPY IWOHRY D127 531 ,N0OPNN DR IN ,XINN VIVEN NR IR )OY
.. ;0PDIPND Y 1NN NWYNN D9 99N AN DMN NOXWYWY 1T TN 20 A
DIIVY 1N ,NNVP NS PI DT OPDIPND 109DIPRD Nt NN IMNR NHNY)
HAR NMHRWI 0PI MO DT NOY WD 0PI MO WNN N LD 13 1Y 20PN
MR DIAX NP .MDN INKR 1Y DT IR DIMI XY 95 ,9WN OX Hapn XS NN 29N
D290 NMIX PI NPT NPIY KD NINYW HNVP 1N NTY 19P20M ,NT DX 1Y DINN
NI0N DIYN PI NTYW DAY ININX DYD INNK DYD .. I27 IMNR NTY 1IN 19 AT DN
2O YN UMY 2N XD XD KD 198 5y 1P5N DM 191 108y HPNDNDI NN
7. MDYPNI MY NIONY DINYD NNN
POIN DANK NIVN S3PY 175 DN HNNY D DNYD NN 7 ININT PNHN .2
NI 23 799000 DN DNOIN DX NND .WITH DIPN N 25 7INDY NN AN NNY :AONY
yND0 NN W ,DYDY NIMNK NY W2 25 299N DX NI XIN NNY YYD HR N¥IY
799K NPR NPNY MY ID1N ND20N ,D7ND0 1N YO W
N .DN9NN DN NNY IAONWI DINDINN 2IWH 21%3D” VOYN PYWIN I SV IMTYN .3
99RNY 1NN D10 TNHY”] "To lord Tirupati” 991N MIYWHY 2PWH DIV
MAIYYN ROX ,119) 1PN NTYW 1TH NN WM [PORDIPV TN DY DOSN KIPIY
JLOMYUN MO MY MPT AR DY NINNNY 152WNN 91,7735 MK
4. TTY, an organization to help those who want to research the rituals of the temple:
One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by god It is not’
mandatory that people have to give their hair to god before entering the temple. As far
we know, Hair is NOT impure. Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be
given to god directly”
5. Gotirupati website: quotes the legend, and finishes off that the idol said'he said all
the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati belongs to Nd. Giving our hair

to god is a symbol of leaving our egd’
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6. Pilgrim in video (1)!‘Selling (the hair) in the marketthat is a business, I know very well.
But my mindset is I am coming, I am shaving my hairs, I am giving it to god. This is my
mindset, my heartset and when I am shaving I am praying for the gods’

7‘INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES'documentary‘In this temple in Southern India, thousands
of devotees are preparing to make a rather unusual offering. Some of them have waited
years for this moment. Growing their hair before giving it to the gods. It is a sacred
ritual for millions of hindus”

8. Documentary‘Just Extensions’by Ms. Riqua Hailes. One pilgrim says‘god has the scar.
The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And than god gives (blessing) to her.
The pilgrim will come here, they will give their hair. Than the hair will be. on his scar”
9. Documentary* Good Hair’ from Chris RockWhen he fulfilled my desires, I promised
him 1d give him my hair”

10! Entanglement, Emma Tarlo pg. 82: "Hair is a womans beauty, a woman with
shoulder-length hair tells us as we step outside’ When she gives it to god, her beauty
goes straight to him”

11¥ The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of Indid’ by R. V. Russell pg. 36:
"Another case of the hair offering is that made in fulfilment of a vow or at a temple, in
this case the hair appears to be a gift-offering which is made to the god representing
the life and strength of the donor".

12. From Eidus of R* G. West- That the pilgrims explained to him that the offering of hair
is identical to the coconut offering, and that hair is not impure.

13. Priest 1: From a conversation R* G. West had with a priest!If you offer, this means,
we are offering the head, like that, Its symbolic for the head offering, head is the
beatification symbolic of the beautification that is the symbolic of the hair offering it is
looking like head offering”

14. Priest 2'That is why the people all over India come to temple and offer their hair to
god and god receives the hair as a holy sacrifice. Why, because offering coconut and
other things that are not part of the body and they considered as prasada (offering food
to god). But hair offering is from the body that to it [the body], it is the beauty of the
person. By offering them he shows it is a sacrifice to the god, and god also considers it
as a Holy Sacrifice”

15. Priest 4% Originally, he is a live (living) god who came from Vaikuntha and became a
statue here While coming tohe met an accident with a cow herd, he throw the axeAxe
make a wound here. At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to him.
Thats the reason we are shaving the hairs here’

16. Priest 6:there is a purpose of tonsuring. It is the practice, it is the custom, it is the

practice started in Tirupati which has now Correct, correct. I want so many things. If
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someonés giving me something free and if I donate that.I got it free Im returning it
back so that doesnt, its not a sacrifice its not the thing. But something which I earn
myself, I put my effort and I earned something and from that earning, if Im giving it
100% thats a real sacrifice”

17. Priest 7¢In our tradition the Lord Venkat---- has got an injury of his head. one of his,
like uh his beauty, lady beauty called Ne--De [Q: She gave her hair?] Yes, Than he said
in Telugu that who gives the hair’

18. Priest 8ZYeah, that means we already offered to god. We already give it to the god”
19. Priest 9¥And the women are giving hair for their own desire to give to Bal.their hair,
for their good luck, for their health, a lot of things. Like an offering, yeah. So in that way
you're giving something to Bala”

20. Priest 10¥Even in different big temples all over India, they go give their hair like a
sacrifice”

21. Priest 11¥Q: But do they feel that they're giving the hair to the deity? A: To the god,
yes! Q: Do they think in their minds that they are doing it for the deity, that he accepts
the hair? A: Yes, yes. Exactly! Exactly!

22. Priest 12! People giving hair to Bal.because Bala.. has a bald spat. Had accident got
hit with the axe. Néd donate to Bala... Thats why people give to the lord people giving
the hair, that belongs to Ned..vi”
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We take a pledge with the idol that If a particular work is completed, I will come .33
and submit my hair (talaneelaalu) to you. Suppose we could not go to the idol at that
time. Some obstruction may be formed. Some people will cut their hair and keep them
tied in a cloth. One Yellow cloth, one copper coin, these hair..keep them all in a cloth
and keep that tied cloth aside. Generally what he does is, when he feels convenient, he
will reach idol along with this hair tied in a cloth mudupu and drop the same in the
Hundi... Whether in villages or cities, after tonsure, tying the cut hair in a cloth and
offering them in the Hundi, offering whatever they have according to their status...all
this is going on from ages. Whatever it may be, it all goes to Him. There is no doubt in it
Ethnographic Notes in Southern India" by Edgar Thurston (book published in 1906) .34
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surrender
verb
1. surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT)
to stop fighting and admit defeat:
2. surrender verb (GIVE)
to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to do so
or because it is necessary to do so:

Mpn1a 37

Samarpinchu means "to offer respectfully. For example, when we offer something to
god, we say, "@:508 Hawdyody arsddf (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri') meaning the
material being offered to god.
Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)

Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness
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Mokku, a telugu word, means .39

1. Promise to offer something what you have to a deity (god) in temple, that can be

money, gold, hair or any other.

2. Mokku also in the form of an act in a temple

3. Mokku as a verb refers to touching the feet of elders or some one whom we worship
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(LN1g & 600l 6m&, an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and presented to .40

an idol in fulfilment of a vow.
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Sikh Religions and Hair: 719071 Y® 43 TinYn DNIN 730

Ancient Hindu literature stipulates that a man must be ready to offer his
head in the service of God.* It is not known for certain when and why the
Hindus began to offer the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably
at some stage religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with
hair, which began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice. In
the Temples of the blue Skinned Vishnu in Madras 500,000 pilgrims offer
hair yearly. 600 barbers are always in service.”” In Triputi Temple (south
of India) and in many other such temples hair is offered to the goddess as
an offering.

NR 2pnY 19Mm nrab 20 0IX jav 0°amd 1TPnn YW o°pPny 0°andy”
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TONSURING OPL K1 RYMPOY TNPN AN TIY
Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to D"”J" N‘?D1-"U‘7 blﬁn "711) J'n"’Jn
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering.

Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit - WN-‘H bpw "]ljwn (‘]DD']N) :""Pnb
the temple offer their hair at the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose. A
bath in the Pusharini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the | ,J177)20D1] ‘712) '[j‘]P:) "7"72{‘7 D,‘l‘?W
temple and worship the Lord. '7 '7 b
9% b bia}l b
It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the D Jj ’ Nl-ln anD D D jxw D WJN
deity to whom it is offered. As. one ?nlers Tirumala one- would mvarjlab?y find a DI_I ,bDDU‘? D’D’anm ,113 j1-rJ\7
cluster of cottages and choultries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just
- ROXPRIXDPA NIYWR WO

XY ,MI2°20 INRY NPWYI CrIpwIna AXChN LT 72°0Y NN 1121w DY

Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage by Dr. Thimmappa Valmiki 44
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Story behind Tirumala Hair Offering At KalyanaKatta X0 PORD mywn

First devotee who gave her hair to god is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa named this hill by her name as DX NWP .0 ‘f‘l'l‘? 1"
Neeladri. When Lord Srinivasa was hit by a Shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp becomes J1"10 nw \;D shh
bald. There is no hair growth over that place and this was noticed by Gandharva princess, Neeladevi. She
felt such a handsome face should not have any defect, Immediately she cuts a portion of her hair and T ‘717 1217.0 TW]bWD

implants it on his scalp with her powers. As hair is considered as the beautiful aspect of women, Lord ]UP P'?n TR AYIN
Srinivasa notices her sacrifice and he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or

ey e vyl nepp Hw
Tirupati belongs to Neeladevi. Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego. The word

“Talanelalu” is also came from her name. '7'@ 511’1 ]’N1 ’rnP
01PN IMR2 NMYw
XD MD> 11D D°IDW WA X LT 1272 20 AN 771 X127 YW 12703
TPIMD oY1, NYYn pon nomin X° TN 191,010 D1W DAY PPY IR
TN ,0°W1 YW DI NAVNI NMIYYY (1IN .NDpIp TINY a1 DR A% NN XN
D2TN0N O HY 1Y MY Mywn How mR ,aYY 07DIpRonY 1Y OV .0
N2y YW YNo R0 YORY Mywn NN L7"d 007w SUDITY IR XRYRNMTPVA
NWNR PN 03 (7Y N°23 1TIW W 130) 1YD2IROR0 R0 IR

DPNNA MYV MY DV DA AN PO CTIX DY W NI I
JDIXA AN AYYN 12 HHIIW M3 AT PIVN TN NINIPNNA 121TRY PIYI0
ST ATV PO

RYY ,ATIRT 1NN TR P2 w7 YOV 1Y WY o1 YO ,AYRYI PTIX O D DR
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Reena Puri: You guys seem to be really stuck on the tonsuring I am 62 years old .43
and I've heard this story when I grew up, so I don't think it is 15 years old

As with all legends and myths some sources are clear whereas others may have .44
come through the oral tradition till someone noted it down somewhere. But this is the
most quoted story regarding the shaving of head at Tirupati. Yes, most devotees who
have their heads shaved do know the story and believe in it.

Q: Did you actually know about the legend of N"d when you were growing up? Do .45
you know if your parents and grandparents knew about it?

A:

1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of lord
venka--- as I studied in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then I
have been hearing about many of the legends connected to Lord Venkat--- of Tirupathi
including the legend about N"d.

2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this particular
legend as we belong to the state of Kerala in India. This temple is located in Andhra
Pradesh in India and the Lord is the family Deity of most of them. So those who belong
to this State and who are of the age of my parents and grandparents may be knowing
about it.

As far as my knowledge about the legend of N"d is concerned it is quite old. .46

Whether this is found in any Purana I really do not know because the Puranas that I
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have gone through does not mention it. Most probably there is some indirect reference
to this legend. I have not spent much time in knowing the source of the legends
connected with Lord Venkate--- as I felt that such probe is not relevant.
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Q: You give the hair to lord Bala..? First goes to Bala.., and Bala.. give to nee--di?... .48
So, they are giving to Bala.., but Bala.. giving to N"d?
A: If you offer for bala--, bal-- give to Nee"d... They pray [to] god, that all the offerings
should be given to n"d only. After cutting the hair, cut your hair in Tirumala, that all the
hair goes to n"d account.
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Q: If the point is shaving to the idol, why don't you tonsure in the temple itself? Is .50

it because there is not enough space?

A: In the past, all these were used to be within temple gopurams. Whereas, during the

years thereafter, the human population is going on growing. The devotees' number is

also correspondingly increased. In the later days, this is being going on distancing

away. As it is mainly keeping the interests of the devotees without disturbing the Hindu
customs, they are distanced and to provide better conveniences is our responsibility.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a .51

picture of the gods? A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave

Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.
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This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also .52
because no offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get
even a second to stand in front of the Deity.

We can offer anywhere in Tirupati. In Kalyana Katta (place to offer hair), and we .53
can see idols everywhere in kalyana katta..so it is the same image and won't make any
difference where we offer Only difference here is they don't do "pooja" (worship) .just
by saying govin-- we offer our prayers.

Q: Are the icons & idols in the tonsuring hall the same as the big idol on the main .54
temple...?

A: This Venkat--a Swamy statue is all the same in all places. 'yeka hastam katinchaivaa
vamee shankam sarichhame dakshane chakra hastamcha yekam vaikunta hastakam

peetambadharam devam naanaa alankaara shobhitam alrmelmanga samyuktham



712 paT XS b

OYpTN) .11 ANIX ...0IPN Y52 72T IMX XIT "ADIVOLR” YHORI D
PY 7 KDY .0IPN HD3 72T MR DO ANX IR DY X HoD YO (‘'Dhpon
.02

113 MDD MINNAY D7°NN0 BYLVY InY 1P XY A1 Yow XY nrn
L0 27D MO’RA 11D 771X ORI D°Ypn PR nm
2102 1YW 171721 ,770WNA 7a0772 N1T PHR YR 1)

DnXY D°YORN N2 D°YORN MNNN DR D°2°WNN DA DX PNYRY 1D 2INR
29 o7 HYob Hv DIYRN WRA HV1 *nYRYY n21wn1a SYoNnY v’ DIdhY
J0°21 1MIX WY IR WP NTINA PeYn NNX Y YR IMX

:AN> D2 JYnNNa

*H 72017 D°9°YRN MmN Pab o°»° R *YoD Pa HTANN YY 1ORY TWXD
*oOYD MM N2 IR L,ANNN 1°DR J°DY1 DIpn Yoa R¥N1 YURIY
NI N, AVITR YV MY M Mn»p °nian *ob .axIvyna POR 0’0 nn

.D°INRA 0°2770 ©°5Dn0a Y3 TP PYRIN DNV TINA NP AVITPN

ON0n TY MY DR MYYY XOW XTOP PR RTINW AT YN RX1I 197

,2ORT DY MINNN ww DIpna XPpNT 1MUY RTDR WY 1D JTRM VNN
RPN XPDI 12 PR A7 DI MR AT ATAY S PT oaY w onyTy mamnm
N2IN0 Py M2own YY a%an a1 0pn Hon 007 7T2aY NApn Nobn oxyh

N1V 127 NP Y ONn

0’27PN DPTINNY JPY XYY X7 DYD >N MOYINY Mimnna Mayon nnx
.01 XNV XY 1aT

727 YW NITAN MRNNT PNW X°21,ARNLT DNTA T2 YNNI 2100 7Y LR
.11127p2 PN 0n% w2 2”HYXI ,O°RNV 0’127 77IROY DAY

251 07 1m

2251 NY?OR MO°R YW YO AND (M P 3 pYN) 021237 17N D7aANIN

TN A0°A INDIYY ,PATTR P DT TOIM D1DY T°0DMI Y avn 1pn A5n 1
D7 0rm Yoynnb D0Pwp 9723 DT 197 ,9N9°9RN IR

venkatesham mahambhaje'. The idol, picture, statue of the Lord Venkateswara Swamy

will be the same qualities as given above. No change should be done with it.
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Mahabharata Section CXXXVI .55
And being thus seized with passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper, tore off
a matted lock of his hair, and with holy mantras, offered it as a sacrifice on the sacred
fire. At this, there sprang out of it a female exactly resembling his daughter-in-law.
DN2wNa21531pY 1) .56
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Regarding offering of hair by devotees in main hundi inside temple, some devotees .58
believe that to express their gratitude, they offer very small quantity of hair and wrap
it in a yellow piece of cloth (usually dipped in turmeric and then dried which acts as
disinfectant) and offer in hundi. While clearing the hundi collections, the concerned
authorities will segregate this type of offerings and send it separately to the human

hair auctions wing to carryout further process.
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temples, villages, and random suppliers. It also includes

Remy hair, which is the one with cuticles intact and in one
direction. It is mainly collected from temples across India.
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40 sut of ewery 100 devatees at the Tirupati Balaji Temple are women
20 out of every 100 women whao visit the temple pet themsehees tonsured
o 30-35 men out of every 100 men who visit the temple get themselves tonsured

70 out of every 100 women who get themsebves tonsured opt for a full tonsure
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instance, according to Tirupati Tirumala Devasthanam (TTD), a trust managing the Tirumala

Venkateswara Temple, approximately 12 million individuals shave their heads in the temple
annually.
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Up to four tons of raw hair arrives in Nepi, near Italy's capital, from India every month,

and eight years ago a friend came up with the idea of exporting hair. At that time,
Indian temple hair was being sold at 530 (€20) a kilo. Today the going price ranges
from $300 (£205) to 5600 (€410). "Hair has become one of the most expensive
commodities in the world,” says Balsara, who exports more than three tons to Europe
each month, sending it there by airfreight. Sea freight would be cheaper, but it's too
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Figure 9: Supply of Remy Hair from India by Source, 2022, Share (%)

8 Temples ® Other Sources [Salons & Hair Donations)
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Clearit USA is a full-service Customs Broker that specialize in both commercial & personal
imports of all types of products. Clearit USA is revolutionizing the industry as the first
truly “online” Customs Broker offering live online agent support, flat-fee service, and
online billing & payment. Whether you are importing by Land, Sea, or Air,
ClearitUsA.com can clear at any border point across the US.

“Remy hair is the highest guality of real human hair and is more expensive
— and more valued — than non-Remy hair. Also called virgin hair, Remy

direction. This allows Remy hair to naturally mimic human hair when on
the head. It is collected primarily in India, where Hindu women travel to
A4 A4 "
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“India had a very strict lockdown, and something like 80 percent of the hair for wigs and
extensions come from India, mostly from the temples” where people donate hair, Mr.
Ramlal said. Furthermore, he said, the political relationship between China and India

“is not so good at this moment, with boycotts” and threats of impending trade wars.
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. In 2003, there was a
massive uproar in the Jewish community regarding the usapge of Indian tonsured hair.
The problam was that this hair was offered up to a non-Jewish God and constiluted
idolatry (Rai, 2004). This resulied in a mass buming of Indian wigs and increased tha
demand of Brazilian or Ukrainian hair. Howaver, most of the hair is still sourced from the

same location, just repackaged as Brazilian t» sound betier (Mead, 2012). Tha 2010
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Eluru Lok Sabha MP, Kotagiri Sridhar, in his letter to Prime Minister Narender Modi,
said: "Around 99% human hair wigs and hair extension world-wide was once
sourced from India because of the unique quality of hair. Myanmar and
Bangladesh traders are now buying directly from middlemen. They are
smuggling it out or importing from India at undervalued price of as little as one
dollar per kg as against as actual price of $80 as verified in the recent export data.
They then process the raw hair with cheap child labour within the border and
dispatch it to China for manufacturing finished products, who in turn sells them
as made in China’
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‘four teacher is positing that there is another sowrce of Remy hair that is not reported
elsewhere. If so, it's incumbent on fhem o show you the evidence of this mysterious
SOUNCE.

In the meanwhile, you could spend literally 2 minutes on google and come up with this
report that suggests 82% of global hair sales originate in india.
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Top Human Hair Exporters by Country

Below are the 15 countries that exported the highest dollar value worth of human hair
during 2021.

India: US$165 million (92.1% of total human hair exports)
Hong Kong: $4.1 million (2.3%)

Pakistan: $2.2 million (1.2%)

Brazil: $2.1 million {1.1%)

United States: $923,000 (0.5%)
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