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Coconuts arc broken for two reasons:-

The breaking ol Lhe coconul as an acl ol sacriflice - gell=gacrilice (or Lhe wellare ol all
beings. We hope and pray that we may use this human birth to benefit others and for the
service ol all beings (sarva-bhiila-hita).

As a sacrifice to the elementals (bhiitas) for the removal of negative and obstructing
[orees of chaos - bhilla-bali.
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Old English offrian ‘sacrifice something to a deity’, of Germanic origin, from Latin offerre ‘bestow, present’
(in ecclesiastical Latin ‘offer to God’), reinforced by French offrir (which continued to express the primary
sense). The noun (late Middle English) is from French offre .
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Q: Why would the people agree to give the money to the temple as opposed to taking it themselves? A: Well, what's
the point of it then? You aren’t giving it away; you are making a profit out of it then. What is the sanctity of saying,

“Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and then you want to profit form that! Q: Okay, then why can’t they just
cut to off and throw it in the garbage? A: Well, because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at that
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particular temple, so there’s no point in throwing it in the garbage! Q: I see. They do offer it to accrue to the benefit
of the temple. A: Of course, but in the olden days nobody did that. Okay, a hundred years ago or a couple of hundred
years ago you would just throw it in the garbage Q: And do the people who offer up the hair know where it eventually
ends up? A: No.
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http: 77www.tirupati.org/glossary
Glossary

Appams - A sweet dish made of rice flour and offered to the
Lord

Cherupulu - Food offered to the Lord

Daanam - Charitable offering

Dakshina - South; Offering money to the Lord

Kainkaryam - Ritualistic offering to God or worship of God
Kalyana Katta - Place where devotees have their hair cut as
an offering to the Lord

Naivedyam - Food offering

Niluvudopidi - Offering to the Lord, the clothes/ornaments
that one is wearing when one visits

Nivedana - Offer/present

Prasadam - Food offered first to the Lord and then
distributed (as sacred) among devotees

Pushpa Yagam - Vedic ritual involving offering of flowers
to God.

Samarpana - Offering

Somalatha - A plant whose juice intoxicates if drunk; plant
offered to the sacred fire in Somayaga

Tulabharam - Offering one’s weight in coins to the Lord
Yaga/Yagna - Vedic ritual in which various items are
offered to God through a sacred fire

Yajnopavita - sacred thread worn by males of certain Hindu
castes
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14. Hair offerings
Another case of the hair offering is that made in | PWPIW MIPW SW AIDIND SW XNOMT T 0N

fulfilment of a vow or at a temple. In this case the hair

appears (o be a gifi-offering which is made to the god as | Gift- N17 MIYWNW NN N12.55101IX,ATI 0P
representing the life and strength of the donor; owing to the
importance attached to the hair as the source of life and 5n0Y 9O5X5 nwyIw ,NInn YW AN - offerin
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Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego.
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19. “The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V. Russell (published in 1916)
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21. “The plaintiffs (T. T. D. Board and others) did not want to prevent the appellants from carrying out their trade.
There was no objection to the appellants running their shaving saloons on Tirumala Hills and carrying on the
profession of hair-cutting and hairdressing of anyone who visited their saloons. There did not deem to be any
objection to the appellants shaving the heads of their customers but the only thing they were not entitled to do,
according to the plaintiffs, was to shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the
deity as offering. Therefore, what the plaintiffs wanted was not an exclusive right to carry on the profession of a
barber. So all that the plaintiffs wanted was, an injunction restraining the defendants from inducing the pilgrims to

believe that they were offering their hair on their heads to the deity when they got their heads shaved by the
appellants and other defendants.

22. Therefore, it appeared to him that the plaintiffs had a prima facie case that the mirasidars were entitled
exclusively to shave the heads of the pilgrim-votaries who wished to offer the hair on their heads to the deity in
discharge of their vows and the temple was entitled to control shaving of the heads of pilgrim-votaries and collect
the hair which was endowed to the deity.

‘After dealing with the various points raised by the advocated of both sides, the Judge stated that it appeared to him
that the balance of convenience was in favour of issuing the injunction, and so he dismissed the appeal petition with
costs.
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By Nirmalananda Reddy Kasivi, said on May 11, 2017: .nJ’nJ n-‘ TIUJ}JD'J D’Oﬂ”b Nb’DD ,ﬂ'ﬂ’DDﬂD ]n';“ja]

Thig person lives in Tirupati, India.

“If someane sends human hair through someons to Tirupat Balaji, whan unable D’D-”’ Nb oan ]'-”D .1"7 ’-’37‘7 D ,nT ‘73: ﬂ’IJlm b:N

t;]r::;;iféggrldge e same could 2 et or placed al the premises of lansire ‘_u,n Jnjbn IJ"]Db ]J] ,..DHSJUJFI ﬂN D’WD.[D 171733 an
By Sri Vienkata Rama, said on May 11, 2017: 13171 ,mWUJﬂ DR D77 DAW NN P’nv Ny NN
"Yes you can. Just ensure there is someone you know well is gaing to Tirumala. .D1‘73 Dnﬁl’fﬂ ]’N ’NT“J

“fou can give tham the hair and request them to drop it in Hundi. It is & strong
belief that anything offered in Hundi is a offering to lord Venkateswara. My sisters
who are in USA had their kids hair sent to me and we personally took it to 973V N ’ﬁ‘ijn ﬂ'jNUJJ VIVINA N]W]PD iakki
Thirurmala and offersd IUin hundl.”
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By Sasldhar Darla, sald on May 16, 2017:

‘I wiouldn't recommend doing that, The whaole point of pilgnmane is the journey
you underlake o visit lord Balajl. It has iU's complete elfzcl only when someone
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23. We take a pledge with the idol that If a particular work is completed, I will come and submit my hair
(talaneelaalu) to you. Suppose we could not go to the idol at that time. Some obstruction may be formed. Some people
will cut their hair and keep them tied in a cloth. One Yellow cloth, one copper coin, these hair...keep them all in a
cloth and keep that tied cloth aside. Generally what he does is, when he feels convenient, he will reach idol along
with this hair tied in a cloth mudupu and drop the same in the Hundi... Whether in villages or cities, after tonsure,
tying the cut hair in a cloth and offering them in the Hundi, offering whatever they have according to their
status...all this is going on from ages. Whatever it may be, it all goes to Him. There is no doubt in it.
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rewoved from their children’s head, sealed up in a vessel,
and put into the receptacle for offerings when the| 5SNX5 9PDINY 1123 9P°WN ONHYDY , 071000
visit to the temple is made. In cases of dangerous
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the deity which presides over life’s little joys and sorrows.
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24. Ethnographic Notes in Southern India” by Edgar Thurston (book published in 1906)



"N PO - RSN NIZHS INDN :

12903 ITHYW MY MTIVA -'NPID

WHW P 70 IRW PUYY W) IX D7 920 VHYWNW KW ,0I7IN5 1954 NIWN VIO JINN ANNN 0373090
(IR 11925 190% 0N PTIW MDwn wHw HaN Y At nDw 19010 NP IMNRNDI, MDY

:(1NDID PNNNW NV NN NPLI DIN)

.P9D2INA 2100w nnn Y Rnn

N W2 N N9 M 0PN SW P9IRA NI LT ATIAYY MIPWR DX (A7T7IM0) surrendering W 21
AR (T NNYMA APID M) DIW DIWRNA DHYEY NN YW MYNWn 111 W2 1R mmynwn 1w

$000000000000000

GP00000000000000

NANKY YW NN NINn apnyn .25

*+ ISOSO0

Oy Mo
:1D1AN2 MMiav onYnY °oo:aY,(ToDna MMiaY) - 1T
SNRT MWYY 70X Ww 992218, NRT MWy nXYNIw 5933 X 10wmY 5w Xinw inwn nnb ,(nnY) - 71mo

From Cambridge Dictionary



NPPNI AT OX,YONN NPNI SW Mynwna At RN ,yon HY 391m Atwd Yax .oTRA Yy 95omn rws a1 9o
2NOW 111 1991.(77T TIPS 1PN OY MIN3D DIRNNW I2T) 2173 N2 NPK 23109 1N ,NYI0 NUNX DIWN WYY
015’91 NPNIY NIMSNW VWD CWNR W S 1N ,yon HY 9TIM0

NYDWNM N1 077NN YW MYARD YI7°31,0710720 HW 1HaINa Y193 NI0 nn% N3 97370 W T Mynwm
070120 YW HaRn Mapya nPnI XN N2 1IMynNnwnw ,1mnonN P lnialifab) 921.0”0°920 5w nPHaINN

10w D3 NrnI Sw R, M0 Sw nams oY 11 1502 WnNWn Oyon XpNTw WINS 10°1 0N XD YaN
N712Y N22% N215% N15M, ARMVM NOOY NN K1 NINIW 5 52 PIdWH hn XY An Dwn ,n1a pinTy
071279 N AN PR VHWAW M5, "N

111,18 AMP AN 120N 130N DWRAN 107 Y SR 0NN ,N1IY5Y AN onY PRWD Oy Y DWW m3 10N
:0NWH

DN YO T MWMIBY WM [ARY 200 MU DUY 002 OV 70 07000 8 1207 Sa% 1
DT MU DWW 7150 50007 | aw , 7219m1 TR 0T N AT i 187 IR ,31900 Yo7 o2 T
DMIX TTIYY T2 ,A0W R0 %Y [ an e ommn aph 79em ,A00 12070 awn Do O 10 410

mbann oY own ,NX1Y
SW W AWYN XD Ww 0oInY 105NN 1991,81HYA 19D0M DNON TA191 NP 12T AT I1PNI D1IOM, A0
W ORD NN

INWRIN OYDIW TP ,01°315 1954 NIW 7N 920 XINW TN 135 ww 0 vHwnw ,ninns 1% INwI
SW 2" 1991 KOX ,MAYWN NPON TNPHRI NN K IX O2) ,037InY 1962 NIW1 70 MAYWH DX 179000
9191 PYIN DR OYNW 105 02w § 725W K11 YW NP, NIMK NNT (D17 16 DPN INWW 102 MIYW
Mo15 DIPYIA NHY DIW NN TIWAW W 00, DWIRD MYLAY 770 VYW 15 MNYD WY 935 ,N1YWH DX

LTI 1N YW DX

DMIPWR PI OPTINNW XINA K17 15NNN2 0071 Y YW nmpnnnna n1Ta NINNonn 101nY K1 1NN
NS NNR2 DNIND 7305 D0IN DNW 191 HIW BYHRW AT INR DTN DIPN PR IYT KOW P D2 mhwd
P27 NTW 979200 PWOPT 30 KO 1m Ho5on wiwh KON ,Nrnh MmRw 1 0 nn YW viwon winwd
MYRWN DR IYRWW 7NN 17900 71777 XD 031,210 D03 DX 12075 11753 OX 02 PRI AN, 119°00 NN

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surrender
surrender, verb

1. surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT)

to stop fighting and admit defeat:

2. surrender verb (GIVE)

to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to do so or because it is necessary to
do so:

qWN Oy 7183 1K T 90 121101 19 5Y Y oK T Yw mynwnt Yy 990 opnTn XY 02T 1and 0 a1 1y .26
.0™MaT



19DX DN ,MIW DWW 3051 915, YI915W NP 992010 %3 ,270010 KD 1T P2TY,0°7270 DX MIINW 77181 XN
DNIN NIYLNY 273 9N 1DPWIR IRW HOH 191,093 NP omnn Snph 0N onsy PI1 0P 03 DMPWN
W IRPXNA 7O KD PTYW 205 N1 awa

NIDWN INW NX 1PN AT MOAIRY D13IN2 NP 5933 HINW 1TAW MIPLHY MO PRW 10N DIAN
07270 YW 013902 Y2 NraY MK KD 9315 0N AMROOW , 005w NYmpnn NIDWH DNW ,0W 1AN2IW
MYBWRA 1 PrIA RIN AYH MK YW mynwnm ,@xxo1mKo0) "FLOFLIGEEGLD” 2105 Yrva

D3N W7 8911935200 VWD DAW TN 913 KD N1 .NMMPHRN NDW3A 1YY N5 Arn 2R YW nrni bw
XD W2 KON P PIPW VPN X PT 172 YW 0P M7 XD PXI,D1IN NI PR 75,7192 1123 1912 117 190 DX
JMIYWR DO 12000 &Y PIYW NDpnnm Ty pinm vow

DW1 1205 9971,1XD 01 NINY KD 925 NMPRNNNN IRWW 1173 2715 07pNn ©pnITa PRY 1pnTI 0N IR
B loR b

20 12 90 AT PR L,INM 99000 vt AT LNYn0? TR

YRR N OARNINT LTXPYAD YW CLMPoI0 Mhn KON
JIPNID 03 X L'mwIe'D 990 7072 maxnnaw & LILI6soT LD
'samarpanam’ 7@ "7 TV DX AR - 1300 11798 1002 01N
"M MR IR MAINLNTNT MWTRR Py o0 920 7173 A, Ena
LW NN AN 7AW Wb Dpn 0W PR DR2ANN Y0 wpna
X7 omaan e vw v

FLOJTLILIGEUITLD in engic ™ WIpnTn ponl LRnu
translation and definition *swf (usrd®, Tamil-English Dictionary online 1?J.D'_i o 173135 13]7W D’W?’W
FIDIf LI LsHeT D
S , 222 R? 72 17 DR DO

o s uiBunisméas anamldma wannulan eldma

Dedictin,vote ofring Kaun TN Wwa Mnw
« Giving, presenting, . 2. Giving to superiors, . W. p. 895. | oA "}N Y ,‘TDWT]
aLajnf QuituniaeéGd srafldms wamndar oefldme . [15573:
Automatic translation:
dedication

925W MPON IN,MINI MIMAIN Sy 03 592 7772 DIMRW PWHN N3P ITW 00 A2 PR PUHNW m
L1190 SW T S9N Wi A b 00270 1K ..2129p nnb 912 XS ntw onyT am 0o Sy wbnn
001 DIW °9210°9N0 920W MIPORN OY IRWAY DD TYN DN KD 0N)

591 1150 IPHN NBWN DX 17ON KXY D YW 1ron 11502 DW 2INOW NN 1950 XY DAW 1210
:21N3 73 1ON1,NIXTA NOWA 03 7T DK 7725 TN 1K IR 21PN

TOW DIWAW NI TMIND 10071 1Y IMIND INTW 10 XYT 77172 XY 1 90 ,009W NMpRnnan Yo oy oa L1 PN T .27
..ON1N YApa Yy Tavh *1o 11 97,7127 A1 WY NRKAW 11AN0 X1, YWY DiMa 12 Yw a9 PR i

oM 2P BWw AR PR DTV ADw a0,
A2ANW MPAWHY "WAITY WNMR' KT NYIna Meean b




PW WINW IR AT XTI JIPDIRDKO (Samarpincu) "&00y0s0” 131701 1205 21ITIN0 DIpH
M50 11 N5 M5 PPN DIINN DX X021 PIYn NmhwH 07oY UMPoIva Y MR 5 moa nhmn

UMIRW DIINWI ,KNDNTY .MPON PNK LTI 700 (WDIR) 2309 ,(IWDIN) P2¥NY - 18PDINNIND
PRARNIR'ND WPDINNIND *PIT DIMK,DHRY 1NWN WO

JNNWIT MPONA,NNNK NND - "NIDINND” .NNY - "NIIDR" WHWN
1 G HA PININP IX'RT YV 200 DWY, P TIN KIN DW PDINW °P2A70 NDWN

MWy 101,129 SW Mynwnn X0 RRTY,MwYS Twh XN -INIRP MW 1370 -5 X0 mynwnm
2OKY mAywn napn

N7 5P 11912 2300 N PPRYN VIPOINDA IRKT N0 WIWN KIN INRT 120

9 9 - "
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Samarpinchu means “to offer respectfully. For example, when we offer something to god, we say, 38@)@§
Q08 Y0 DA (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri”) meaning the material being offered to god.

Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)

Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness
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https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-meaning-of-the-Telugu-word-mokku-in-English
Mokku, a telugu word, means

1. Promise to offer something what you have to a deit od) in temple, that can be mone old, hair or an
other.

2. Mokku also in the form of an act in a temple
3. Mokku as a verb refers to touching the feet of elders or some one whom we worship
31 .https://tamildictionary.org/tamil_english.php?id=4830

(P19 55T600T 1 8608, an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and presented to an idol in fulfilment of a vow.
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The moment one mentions “TIRUPATI” one is reminded of tonsuring (MOTTAI) DR "y 2003 NIWa TN KY
and laddus. Kalyana Katta is a multi-storeyed building situated opposite to 5 )
Free Meals building where thousands of devotees offer their hairs to Perumal. D bDDUn bl] YT N7 ‘7UJ

Here, at a time , hundreds of devotees can tonsur . Though this i1s free of cost , 2N ‘(’UDn’U '7UJ ‘77'7Nn ‘;UJ
the barbers insist for some money . There is an interesting incident connected

with this. 19”112 33 'MYya
Hair 1s said to be the ‘crowning glory” as one’s beauty gets enhanced due to 0190

the hair. By shaving off one’s head, one loses his ego and with a submissive
mind, one would be able to have darsanam. Hence, due to the multifold
benefits , thousands of devotees invariably shave off their head . this Perumal NDNP NJ”bNP
is so fond of hairs that as soon as one prays to offer his hair, the hair grows
rapidly. Exporting hairs for making wigs is one of the prominent business
here.

TIRUMALAIdoc http://srivaishnavam.com Page 33 of 53

33 “Good Hair” by Chris Rock.

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8Asg5QPt2]>

Chris Rock: “Why do you tonsure your hair?”

Pilgrim: “When he fulfilled my desires, I promised him I'd give him my hair.”
Chris Rock: “Do you ever think about your hair?”

Pilgrim: “No, no I don’t think. After making the promise of my hair I don’t think.”
Chris Rock: “Are you thinking about seeing it again on somebody else?”

Pilgrim: “No, no, no. He likes the hair too much - god.”

Chris Rock: “god likes hair?”

Pilgrim: “Yes.

34 A pilgrim’s Experience at Thirupathi, Sri Varadan, Hyderabad (2003)
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The boy was curious to find out where the cow was emptying the milk and found the anthill. When the boy raised
a stick to hurt the cow, suddenly peru--- appeared from the anthill and got hurt. Blood started oozing out of peru—
head and lord lost some hair. As that injury left a scar on His head, n”d assumed a form of a lady and offered her
hairs to peru-- so as to cover the scar. Any amount of hair was not sufficient. Peru-— was so pleased with her
devotion that He declared that He was very much pleased with her sacrifice and said that the devotees who offer
hairs in that divya desam to peru-- would be blessed.



:Sikh Religions and Hair 9000 SW 43 TMYN XNHNIT NIN

Ancient Hindu literature stipulates that a man must be ready to offer his
head in the service of God.® It is not known for certain when and why the
Hindus began to offer the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably | 4y DNy oand”
at some stage religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with
hair, which began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice. In AW Dam> TN
the Temples of the blue Skinned Vishnu in Madras 500,000 pilgrims offer | 1912 nrnd 27N OTX
hair yearly. 600 barbers are always in service.” In Triputi Temple (south | wxIn NN PNy
of India) and in many other such temples hair is offered to the goddess as oRY Ty Hw

an offering.
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Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to .M7°22
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering.
Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit - nb'-un:' NINW NOOMANRA T ‘713 ODTIW 7001
the temple offer their hair at the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose. A ‘7}] WPnD ,Nbb17"@3 '7DDUH” 990 32N> ,|7DDUH

bath in the Pushkarini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the ,(173 ’DU) 36:1n3 ouwn "‘737‘7 ﬂ”'?}J
temple and worship the Lord.

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom it is offered. As one enters Tirumala one would invariably find a

cluster of cottages and chouitries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just
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36 . Tirumala, A Study of Pilgrimage by Dr. Thimmappa Valmiki 2013
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Story behind Tirumala Hair Offering At KalyanaKatta mwwn v

First devotee who gave her hair to god is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa named this hill by her name as a7 N°f 17"7?{‘7

Neeladri. When Lord Srinivasa was hit by a Shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp becomes

anon 7" 1|

bald. There is no hair growth over that place and this was noticed by Gandharva princess, Neeladevi. She

felt such a handsome face should not have any defect. Immediately she cuts a portion of her hair and .0 '[11‘7 ,[’1J’UJ]
implants it on his scalp with her powers. As hair is considered as the beautiful aspect of women, Lord 171] 999 PN ij
Srinivasa notices her sacrifice and he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or

Tirupati belongs to Neeladevi. Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego. The word .1T73-2 nuw
"“Talanelalu” is alse came from her name. 910 .0 7'11‘7'(173
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37 .https://gotirupati.com/tirumala-hair-offering-timings
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39. Reena Puri: You guys seem to be really stuck on the tonsuring story. I am 62 years old and I've heard this story
when I grew up, so I don't think it is 15 years old.

40. As with all legends and myths some sources are clear whereas others may have come through the oral tradition
till someone noted it down somewhere. But this is the most quoted story regarding the shaving of head at
Tirupati. Yes, most devotees who have their heads shaved do know the story and believe in it.

41.

Q: Did you actually know about the legend of N”d when you were growing up? Do you know if your parents and
grandparents knew about it?

A:

1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of lord venka-— as I studied in one of the
colleges run by the T'TD in Tirupathi. Since then I have been hearing about many of the legends connected to Lord
Venkat--- of Tirupathi including the legend about N”d.

2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this particular legend as we belong to the
state of Kerala in India. This temple is located in Andhra Pradesh in India and the Lord is the family Deity of most
of them. So those who belong to this State and who are of the age of my parents and grandparents may be
knowing about it.

42. As far as my knowledge about the legend of N”d is concerned it is quite old. Whether this is found in any Purana I
really do not know because the Puranas that I have gone through does not mention it. Most probably there is some
indirect reference to this legend. I have not spent much time in knowing the source of the legends connected with
Lord Venkate--- as I felt that such probe is not relevant.
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1. Frommy college days sincethe 19s0) [ have been visiting the Temple of the Lord
* V*araas I studied in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then
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Tirupathi including the legend about Necla Devi,
2 There is no possibility for my parents or grandparents to know about this
particular legend as we belong to the state of Kerala in India.

PP T RO




TP IR0 Y 27 PN R NI, 7P ANPA KD DR ATARAW P13pY 10900 0nw 12°00 93,7192 190K Hax
NORWN NORWI XOW TP 95 NnNa Hax AT S pinw XY TR X 0w 1D °10Y TYw b ,1p nwt 1pn
ORIW ONITAW AT IMINA 1IN 0D ATARD DX WHWIW 12°0 DIW PR M0 DX DWW D nwmon 73]
YR 17, (L ATIRD DX IRINN TRW WIAPW PINND RINW 1"OWN *10Y D7NIW) T"OWN MW XWIN DX 1PN
T DR DWIY 00 AN WNDN HRW TARW DW DRI ,VITOPRI 0710 YW 017192 NNTA 1ORWN DR 1OXUY
ORWW 7YY wnwt A1 HY wT T'0Wn’N NIwa 120w 39 . NRT ATarn 5923 ntw Tn 1o 1up o MmN

T DR DWW 00 AnY MW 1OXWN DX

AT DX DOIDNW INRAW 713 H 1211 KD 71 ...50100 50 Sw nnIoIna P 1T THw myvn Y Doy
e DWIIPRW INN DONDN AW WNDI IWATA (49 'MY) 'NNPYEIN'N Hon0n SWw mwan IR XY 599 N0
7T DN TN XY DNIY HO10n 73N ONX XD WP NNOID AKX 10 DN

Tirumala.org "nwin wipnn InRw b v 1

K2 D'RIRNIDIN NN YW PWRIN PHNN DR P DRYN

AN% MIPIWN PR IR MWW 2 P Rwne ponn nx
' :nnann

L(INIMPR 751 N WIW MMPHN 7392 NIXY) DN NRINI DTARIW MNPHRN SW AYITan mnann 021 55 5y
DIDIDAN NN DIW 92PN KD DNIY DN OX 03 T DX D'00INT, N1 DPHRRN YT DPTINW M7 DR
hain)

PN MIYONW INRN 792 7N HW 0127 HY MOIT2 pOYNND Sam 1anow nn 951 NS PRW NPRD YN
JSIRINA KOX QPRI M3 W PN ONMYAW AT ATAY Yow K00 10913 HIX 171721 NuIwD nvnh NmRW
27PN 0N APR SW ANKNN DX PDOY P01 TR0 KN MMNTA JNRD 197 NTIAY 17T DX ININIW 100
1wnY 0nd 019 DWIRN HY TaYH ooh¥n 0w And 93,01 RN Yonvn *Hnm 19X OX 03 09N

TN AT ATIY TN, 71PNNW Y23 AWTM NRINM ATAN 'Y ,IP°WA yon YhRNw

NOW 0 AW nMYY 7PN 925 IR N1 ATIAY AT PR AT DPNRND KD DIpnn 9N OXW MRN XKW
191 K23 1T KON 1NN 19T NTIAY 7PN ATW INIAN DOYNI IN0IID 0TI 10 WY XHX AT NTIAYA PRRI
9992 N2 PR XY XINW 030,097 TIPS M0 70 DIWI 12 HNIWW (DW 072w PP .N°P) KN X133
PNWw D002 WIBN 12 YW HODN 10 0D SY AR, (TO NI5T2 NOWIY YY) NI ATIAYA MY PPY M
(*,7?) DVDIWA INW M3 ,703 NPNINY 75 HIN NWPI,HHI2 N2 PR KD 1NONW MY, Wwnn 0T NTaY

"1 09722 7991 ©72°Y 00 NIWY 9% 1NN 0IXT 10091 AR 0H PR Ty Naw ,non 1Y R0y

Sw MSWHNWRNW (1Y N15571 '2 1357 X PID) ANdW 73T NTIAY MYN W 072190 727H 02 XY XM
QY 1NN PN ,0N2INRRA XY ONIY DNW DIPW INSHAW 00191 279271 30,0913 o050 nTay Yo
T DTV NTW NI 2"DYNRT T WY

44, https://www.indiadivine.org/content/topic/981205-preperations-for-tonsure/?tab=comments#comment-
5071723



1P VYN 1D IR, NPYVA DTN NI NTIAYN RN #57ara aonw (1,0 NI NNON qWn1a 03 W
"3 WITHA IMRW 11,110 YaRpY 70 DNnan 998 MR 0NN onnIpw 55 NN 1°27,07°WYn by P

290 ITAND 09 Y MmaYwn TYrn md
SW Nwyna XY NPNI NWYNA 217 5551w M35 PIYn KON PN DTV N PR XD 7TPNN AN
N7y Yw Po1012°0H 01520 925 1T T MVW °D HY MIYWH DTYIH YOX PR NMPnd Hax .1v3%n naon
:077272 PTI DN 9on 15w T2 TS N MRS MR &S HHoaw nr

IN KHONP17°02 HRS 11w npwn Yow nK 9HRI :wI5n 2105 ,5°5 IRANW PR N0 SW Mpna 19N
T DOPW 0D

he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati belongs to 521X
N”d

NMYWHW WNDN 1573 NPRY MK AT ANRIY 19910715 DMK 1M 21w1,05391 XM 1% NI N1YwaW 1Irm
5OK5 onn

VI1IDVINDA Y PN IO ,NY IR Y PRI NAYWA OX TNN I15% N1 NN HRWI T 1721970 VOYN NWIA ON
DPNMOW NN

Sonmw NG DOIY NIM

D°IMI AW 1370 20739 AT DR 1M 1521 012525 9910 A1 A nn L Pabal 7N Maywn 1n AnK W
20715 N1 DX M3 03352 A 213925 A1 N

;7252 NTIY NP APIDIRD HOW 5K ©°5%onn 0n L..0TIY 1M 151 21353 Hawa DIN DN 113
DT 5W Pawn’ 99 MIywn Yow XHn11Pva Nywn 00N nRS [17n]

NTI9 AT DR MW SORY 990 NTw onvIvw Sy 07NN D727 YW XINW 10m

ANWY 711,700 97M5 113 53 PPN 1R, 1M 12 PAYND NS 17007 K2 NN WNHN .45

’3 DINRI ,NPYON 19770 AT ATIAYN PRAN 11T ANIW M ,NAN IR ARYVY 770 A ATIAPA 0 1PN AP DI K1Y ()
DWIN 7373 ,210 53 PHY WBW M3 P12T DOR PATIY 1WA 1D PIRN,DNWA MWD YOWI 1Y 12 PO WK M
Y22 7°0 DNMAN Y MR ,ONITNDI DMIPW 75 NX P, 0PWYN Y NP Y YN X120 YW Hya HINT NI MMIND
MRNN 53 MW ,0p27 *22p2 (X ,X) 177 ATI2Y W M5WIP1 191,191 1172 HXN2 HPA0 K021 TWPW 102 WITH 1R 131,710
VI 93103 OX YAR .omawnn pnyY T KD IpWwn MINK wo N XSy’ 101 OX NI .0wITRY 0°9Ya1 0919 nvn maann
1D ,WNI 0DIWH 10 93 MONS KHw 97110 X223 M2NNN 770 19971.077Y 190 K11 PW AR W2 1 12151 P01 YD1 7 IN

AW AWIY MIN NHNYN PP .ATNN INIOD 1991, 807N DIPW YIY

46. Q: You give the hair to lord Bala..? First goes to Bala.., and Bala.. give to nee--di?... So, they are giving to Bala..,
but Bala.. giving to N”d?

A: If you offer for bala--, bal-- give to Nee”d... They pray [to] god, that all the offerings should be given to n”d only.
After cutting the hair, cut your hair in Tirumala, that all the hair goes to n”d account.
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49. https://onwisconsin.uwalumni.com/features/black-gold/

"I assume the position as he fixes my blades to the razor handle. “Start praying,” he says. I try to remember the god’s
face, but there’s no time to contemplate: the man forces my head downward and runs the blade down from the top
of my head with the practiced efficiency of a sheepherder. Satisfied, he grabs my chin, sticking a thumb in my mouth
as he prepares to dispense with my beard.”

50. The time I got my head shaved at the world’s busiest holy site — The Confluence Countdown

And we started. My barber dosed me with water from the bucket of shaving water two times, then basically massaged
my head to get it wet. There was no soap or anything. He then told me to pray to govin--, put my blade into his
razor and methodically got to work. I sat crossed-legged in front of him, leaning forward so my hair and the water
fell between us. He moved my head forcefully but not harshly as he shaved. I prayed to ovin--
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51. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Govinda

52.

Angapradakshinam

Angapradakshinam is when pilgrims lie prostrate, and then roll around the temple, chanting the Lord's name. The
objective is to show their devotion to the Lord, and thank Him for protecting them. It is performed in the Vimana
Pradakshinam, one of the pathways around the temple.
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53.

Q: When they shave the hair do they pray?

A: “govi***” They will pray. Q: They will pray?

A: They will pray and they will say “gov*** govi***”.[* one of the names of the idol]

Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray?
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A: Yeah, every day before starting their work they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will start their
work.

Q: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave their head? Or everybody
prays?

A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the problem.
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Q: If the point is shaving to the idol, why don’t you tonsure in the temple itself? Is it because there is not enough
space?

A: In the past, all these were used to be within temple gopurams. Whereas, during the years thereafter, the human
population is going on growing. The devotees’ number is also correspondingly increased. In the later days, this is
being going on distancing away. As it is mainly keeping the interests of the devotees without disturbing the Hindu
customs, they are distanced and to provide better conveniences is our responsibility.

56.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods? A: In the hall.
The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave
Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.

57. This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because no offerings are made
in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to stand in front of the Deity.
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58. We can offer anywhere in Tirupati. In Kalyana Katta (place to offer hair), and we can see idols everywhere in
kalyana katta..so it is the same image and won’t make any difference where we offer Only difference here is they
don’t do "pooja" (worship).just by saying govin-- we offer our prayers.

59.

Q: Are the icons & idols in the tonsuring hall the same as the big idol on the main temple...?

A: This Venkat--a Swamy statue is all the same in all places. ‘yeka hastam katinchaivaa vamee shankam sarichhame
dakshane chakra hastamcha yekam vaikunta hastakam peetambadharam devam naanaa alankaara shobhitam

alrmelmanga samyuktham venkatesham mahambhaje’. The idol, picture, statue of the Lord Venkateswara Swamy
will be the same qualities as given above. No change should be done with it.
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60. I asked if this building is considered a temple, and both the father and daughter said No. I asked then why do all
people have to take off shoes (as in temple) so they said that because it is an act of offering to the gods than it must
be done without shoes because of the holy circumstances
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61.

Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed inside. Tonsure has to be done
only by the people of specific castes.
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As we enter one of the huge four-storey kalyanakattas (tonsuring centres) we catch our first glimpse of some female
barbers. Those we speak to say they are volunteering and do not receive any payment. At the door a security guard
eyes us with suspicion before letting us enter this heavily surveilled space. A signboard reads: “The Kalyanakatta
is a sacred place where devotees offer their tonsuring with utmost devotion to Lord Srinivasa. The employees
working in this sacred place have to obey the following rules.” The rules state that barbers should have bare feet,
wear traditional clothes and refrain from smoking. They should address devotees with the term ‘Govin--" and keep
the space clean. The list ends with the declaration: ‘Accepting or demanding money from devotees is a violation of

the code of conduct and will be dealt with severely as per the law.’
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KALYANAKATTAIN TIRUMALA

Kalyanakatta is a sacred place. Here devotees offer their
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hair to Lord in fulfilment of their vows. One should not (YoIR) D°2"Ppn D70 IR
enter inside wearing footwear. Tonsuring facility is DW’P‘? H5HRD Onvw MY
available in Kalyanakatta at free of cost. One should not

spit and pass urinals in the premises of Kalyanakatta. 01> X7 TN R oW 0TI
Separate bathrooms and Lavatories for male and female MONVA CIpnn JvIn wnab
devotees were provided by T.T.Devasthanams. Hence the " Ay RYY 001N
devotees are requested to utilize them.
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Leaving the hamlet I began my journey into the shrine. Despite the fact that there was a long line to enter Kalyana
Katta the assumption that I, an obvious outsider, was there to receive tonsuring prompted temple authorities to
usher me to the front of the line (see Figure 5-30). These actions may have also been the result of my status as an
outsider who appeared to be the focus of a film crew. Upon entering the temple I began to explain my true intentions
which caused a minor commotion. I was instructed to wait in the office while they attempted to secure permission
for me to videotape the inner workings of the shrine. My request to do research had not specifically indicated that I
wanted to enter the temple, and this is what caused the confusion. Eventually, I was told that I could not videotape
inside the shrine, and I could only enter if I intended to be tonsured. So my tonsuring journey ended in the office of
Kalyana Katta.
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https://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-shear-devotion-the-barbers-of-tirupati-2101788

"Even now, all 60 women barbers are part-time, not permanent," points out Rama Devi. "Piece-rate barbers get just
Rs.2,000-3,000 a month." During the just-concluded peak season at Tirumala Venkat--- temple, 150 women barbers
were hired on a temporary basis to help manage higher footfalls at Kalyanakatta. And like most Hindu places of
worship, they don't enter the premises or work if they're menstruating.
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Authority of the Vedas

The various Hindu denominations and Indian philosophies have taken differing positions on the authority of the
Vedas...
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Though many religious Hindus implicitly acknowledge the authority of the Vedas, this acknowledgment is often
"no more than a declaration that someone considers himself [or herself] a Hindu," and "most Indians today pay lip
service to the Veda and have no regard for the contents of the text.” Some Hindus challenge the authority of the
Vedas, thereby implicitly acknowledging its importance to the history of Hinduism, states Lipner.
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It is so said in ParAshara Smriti's (PS) Chapter 9. ar o ROIN 07X 3w DYD 25
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67.

"A man should get his head tonsured whenever he gets an opportunity to visit a holy place because hair are believed
to contain all the sins he has committed”
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68.
Mahabharata Section CXXXVI
And being thus seized with passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper, tore off a matted lock of his hair, and

with holy mantras, offered it as a sacrifice on the sacred fire. At this, there sprang out of it a female exactly resembling
his daughter-in-law.
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also spread on the childs scalp to calm any skin irritation. When the child’s Danm ‘71] 117‘7 13'7UJ ]”JIJTI Nb Ritv} ]“’DD
hair is removed the strands are not discarded. Instead, the hair is respected as it

has come [rom a living human being and so is either | ¢d in the temple’s hire NXW N DINNXY .ﬂTJ 2’09 Nb D’Tb’ n]b’l:
buried near the childs home, or sprinkled on to the waters of the River Ganges y

This is significant as Hindus consider the river to be the sacred personification .ﬂDWDb mow 'nT ‘71’ n]W]PD Wgn
of the goddess Ganga and believe that bathing in the river’s waters can remove a

person’s sin SN W1PDD 01290
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14 The Pagoda of Tripeity
the woll-educated natives by thut peme,und is distinguished by peculiar mersssy
and other rights above other parts of the surrounding countries,

* This temple is distinguished by the oblations which are offered to its god
by Vishnoo's votaries from all parts of the [ndinn world, Princes send their
vakeels, or ambavwndors, to present their offering to the shrine ; whilst the
poorer peasant, who may have little else to offer, wraps up some petty obls-
tion In a ploce of wax-eloth; m handful of rice staloed with munjall makes it
look a larger packet, The cause of these offcrings is as follows: the idol,
snitten with love for the Mooming Tudmavutiee, danghter of Akushin, rjali
of Narrainevunoun, in the Bom Raunze seaiindary, determined to espouse her,
but wanting coln for the matrimoninl expenses, ho ralaed the wind by the wid
of Cavern, the lodisn Plutus. This god, however, directed that the money
thus lent should be repeld sanually to the sovereign of the countries lying
between the Palaor and Soonoomookei rivers, and the votaries at the shirive
pour in in great numbors during the Brumbautsowoen, or nino-day celchrstion
of the nuptiols, and, onnually, at this period, two-thirds of the usuel eollec-
thons are made,

* The braming maintain that the Hindoo princes allowed the revenoes from
this source to be entirely amployed on the spot in religious ceremonies,
snd that the Mussulman first appropriated, on the scare of the sbove clsim,
the produce of these oblations, During the eacly wars we bad with the
French, in this part of the world, this source of revenae was one of the fint
fruits of our conquests ; though eertainly its legitimacy is much to be donbted.
These offerings, or caunickee, are made generally frow lnterested motives, and
ure of every diversity of wrticles conceivuble; gold und silver lumips, eoins of oll
rorts, bugs of rupoes, coppor money, spices, sssufortida, the halr cut off the head,

froquently vowed Trom infancy, and given up by some beautiful virgin In com-
pliance with her parent’s oath, A man who is leme prosents a silver leg; If
blinel, o silver or gold eye; in fuct, there would be no end were 1 1o coumenate
the variows ways in which Hindoo superstition develogs tself on this occa
sion. The jewels, which & woman hws woen with peide from infancy, are
volunturily left before the idol; she sppears with a shabby cloth before the
stone god, and presents a splendid one, which has never boen worn ; she tears
the bangles from hee infant’s littlo loge, and fondly bopos that the ged, whom
she
Seos (m the clouds sl bears ln the wind,

will shower down his blessings on her and hors.  She has, haply, teavelled
hundreds of miles, and accomplished her object; aud, porhaps, before a
journey, which to her might bave been one of terror, never left her village asd
the hosom of her own family. Tho birth of a son, reconcilistion with ene-
mies, success againat the foe, safe termination of & journey, the marriage of
nson or daughter, prosperity In trade, esjoyment of health, and the reverse of
theve, are stwong the resons which Jead together, in the direction of Tripetty,
the wise s wall as ignoraet hesthens,

% The offerings aro not always presented by the interested party; they may
e went by relations, fricods, or vakeels, but they nro frequently forwarded by
goseyoes, A goseyne i3 a servaat of the temple; there are a conaidenble
number of them, A fow months before the Brumhautsoween, they set outla
different directions, and reaching the country they intend to commence their
operations in, they unfurl the sncred flug of 1he o, with which each is catrusted,
Round this IJolatrous Benncr the Mindoos gather, and elther trust thor offers
fngs to ita bearer, or carry the caunickee themselves 10 the foot of the idol,

ooooo

MIMYN DX PO 93732 PINIOW DOPNRRNI LA
"DTN 120 YW

SW 07nIm P20 (W PTYWI) PAW M2 AW TN
PRPW M o7 YW nywa wnn Sw nrm
NPV 927 o0 NYwn onbw N oh YIRw
N7 WWAW 77PN0 XS AT ONT 0% 0aw NN

JAP

D720 YW nywnw monh uN XY L12md
J2TW DRI ININN DYPW KON ,NMPND DWIN
DNW X, 1193 XD NTW IX,N2MPN NP 9197 XY K1Y
WW 72 3 XNV 2T 0N NNYUNT DTN KD

21PN DWW WHn MAYWNW D0yD

nnYnn Yy 0P Ny MIpn 03w ,5"In Ta5n 1M
AWYN N3 POW DMPMNW 0237 BR OYW NN
N3

DW1 W’ CYMN DO NN VIV DI
1831 Mwa MxY X¥y'w ASIATIC JOURNAL
MWIRN PO’ NN YVDIPVI MIANPN DX INNNW
W ONIN MIPHI P2 NXI) LUDIPYA PAWD

.D70MHIN DPHNN PIIND INIIN (160 TINY

(WDIN) IWXINW MNINAA TN 1T Honun
2TINN 099N 20200 LM T Y 9ORS
T ..OP TN 0727 DNYW O°5°0IN

DN IR N¥P XanY ,MYY HW 722 MLY AN3an 0811 ,NN5 7277 a9 PRY Qv YW WO

(290 DPSW NINN 2OKY Nw I910m) N HHKS 00 NYRN NP YW naon Snm oy



D5omn 0N oYW YInn 593 771 WY (DNWHA 12PN YW 103) CRPPIRP IR 1990 21IDINA
W W ,0°9aN , NWIN A0 017 YW O°pW 07100 HI1n Myavn 201 00 w1y Yya 01T
DTN 12,7790 YW 973"y MDY MMNA 7Y 10%3 02,10p T2 TONWD AT NN 19TIW D°HYD 1297, WRINN
«MITPN PR DRANW ....H03 X 20T PY K22 NPY DA ,7051 Y37 X022 30N

725 ORPYINPA DR DROWH DN X, IpnY APIDIRD X205 015w 0bwn Yy 0m0 IR DRITIAN
L(Wnn 99877537 75 nImon A'R) L5oon Haavs

785 21wn 99NN 937 109 Kam ORPINPM MWW 03 CRPYIRP) NIAIpna SHoiw nbnnna waom
AN23 ATW D7 ,M%0 N0 111,179 YY1 Annnn 20 YORS ww 3"y ATARD 1D IWpna DW IONNw

JNPWN DR 19nY 10ONNW 21950 NIW ARHBD NP
Women, on the other hand, are most careful to preserve
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heads of men and women to diamond jewellery, orna-
mental necklaces, ear rings, gold bangles set with pre-

cious stones, bundles of currency notes, gold, silver, jag- . (D’U’UJDD N
gery, sugar candy, idols, vessels, wrist watches, promisory
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71.
Q: Do the temples allow the hair to be placed in the Hundi? A: Yes

Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into the temple to put in
the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the
temple?

A: They do not cut their hair at Home, (Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair from tonsured halls
and dropping in Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to god
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[ just found out that there is actualyl a sign on top of the Hundi, in four
[different languages, that says:

"Do not put hair in the hundi."
[t is against Hindu law to do so.
Some apparently very emotional and not very literate Hindus every once

in a blue moon do put their hair in there, but that hair is less than even
lan insignificant minority, and it is also totally not avodaso bekach.
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directly. Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings mostly)
which is inside silver threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity)

The process is that, before starting the hair shave, 3 cuts will be done based on one's request and they give the same
to us, so that we can drop in Hundi after having Darshan. (very less amount of people usually do in this way)
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73.

Regarding offering of hair by devotees in main hundi inside temple, some devotees believe that to express their
gratitude, they offer very small quantity of hair and wrap it in a yellow piece of cloth (usually dipped in turmeric and
then dried which acts as disinfectant) and offer in hundi. While clearing the hundi collections, the concerned
authorities will segregate this type of offerings and send it separately to the human hair auctions wing to carry out
further process.
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76.

Over 20 years ago, [ was a graduate student at the University of Chicago in South Asian Languages and Civilizations.
I found myself living in the city of Chennai (then Madras) to do my dissertation research. One day I saw an ad in
the newspaper for an Urs ceremony (Yahrtzeit/death anniversary of a Muslim Sufi Saint) in Georgetown, the oldest
section of Madras. I made my way down the narrow streets til I found a small mosque with a dargah (tomb) attached
to it. Near the tomb, a group of men gathered to perform zikr (dhikr), the chanting of spiritual formulae. The
chanting and singing was awesome. It felt as if the room were filled with angels. (It wasn’t til many years later
in Uman, Ukraine that I would feel that spiritual intensity again.) In the middle of the chanting, a small man stood
up and began to pray out loud. There was a sincerity and beauty in his voice that I had never heard before.
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Inspiration from Muhammad (pbuh) on how to deal with criticism. y Praphet Muhammad (saw) challenge.
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Jesus, Son of Mary (on whom be peace) said: The
World is a Bridge, pass over it, but build no
houses upon it. He who hopes for a day, may
hope for eternity; but the World endures but an
hour. Spend it in prayer, for the rest is unseen.

- inscribed on the Buland gate of Fatehpur Sikri
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77. As an adult, | met Jesus again. Really two Jesuses. The Jesus of the gospels and the Jesus of Muslim
traditions. | discovered that both of these Abrahamic faiths preserved a portrait of a person who was very
Jewish in his worldview and mode of teaching. Sadly, many Christians don't know enough about Judaism
to understand the Jewishness of Jesus or his message in the Gospels. The Jesus of Muslim tradition picks
up on a mystical ascetic strain in Jewish thought that is often neglected but finds expression in our spiritual
masters as well.
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Emma Tarlo is a Professor of Anthropology at Goldsmiths. Her research focusses on dress,

material culture and the body in transcultural contexts and on new modes of ethnographic

78. Dunner, who observed Hindu practices through the fearful lens of ancient Jewish scripture, saw in
tonsure the primitive idol worship forbidden in the Torah. A liberal rabbi might have seen things
differently. He might have recognized that for several decades there had quietly existed a happy symbiotic
balance between the Hindu practice of removing hair and the Jewish practice of adding it — an unspoken
pact between women of different nationalities and faiths who had, without knowing it, found ways of
expressing their devotion and humility through sharing the same hair. He might even have seen in this
some sort of divine logic. If God required women to add hair in one part of the world, He at least took the
trouble of supplying it from another. At its best this might have been seen as a form of divine recycling.

Nobody really knows what motivated Rabbi Elyashiv to get concerned about the status of Indian hair in
2004. Some say it was a new article in the trade press which suggested that Indian hair was a sacrificial
offering; others say it was an interview with Victoria Beckham in which she had joked that the hair in her
extensions was from Russian prisoners. This, the rumour goes, had set alarm bells ringing in the Jewish
community concerning the morality of the hair used in sheitels.

Like other wig makers | met in New York, Claire did not appreciate Rabbi Elyashiv's condemnation of Indian
hair. She says she heard they build hospitals and schools with the proceeds of donated hair in India and she
could not see what was harmful in that. One Jewish wig manufacturer | meet is particularly vehement in her
assessment of the controversy. Though a firm believer in the religious significance of sheitels, she tells me:
‘The rabbonim just want to put women down. So much fuss and all because of an old man's petty-
mindedness and stupidity. | would encourage people to buy Indian hair if | were a rabbi!
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Your questions are thoughtful, and | say this with genuine appreciation because the discussion of this issue has not
always been as devoled 1o the facts in the matler. What you point out, especially the difference between the official
ideclogy of tha temple elite and whatever tha pilgrims themsalves might think, are real issues. At this point | can throw
very litte further ight on the subject because, as | wrote in my letter, | am not an expert on Tirupati, My area of
invastigation on Hindu pllgrimage was elsowhore. All | could and can comment on are tha general principles of Hinduism
end is pllgnmage practices. It s conceivable, though very uniikely, that plignms o Trupati are out of line and de not
consider cut hair to be ritually defiling, which Is the universal Hindu value. | can't say because | have not visited the
temple (except once, really as a tounst) and | have not had the opportunity to question the pignms directly

DRWNI 0N ,on3y Y3150 ohww
9> X At abwa .ovrnx
RWIN 5P IR TIND VYN PHWN?
ANoMA CNANDW DOW  TOn

M 930K DI 1PN DTN K12 175V HY OW NTPNN MK VDIV KWNI ANni XY 1R OW




11 5w 5275 17Yun mvwt orrITPNN Sw o»bhon mnIpyn oo onby 20305 YN nMw
A IPWW DRI DPRI 7MW DPNX ORODIPVY 5275 DWW, 1720 KD TINND D DX ,NYTA Yy mOynd
DYD VYNY) HONYVI NIP*A K 23 15 K197 RY 3K YOI NIND PTIAN JIWN NN INDID 1IN RNHOD

JIPW o3Hsn R NN 0L T R (N NnRa ,NNK

Sanprean (N

NN APWA .5 M PTY 930 SW Inwn 02727 Pn Y 10wRw 0037 PR, T 0WN1 NYRWN IMYMIWI Nywa
T P7,270IK2 YA DT RIM,NPIWN 201 YoM ,nrTn Y0 YT KD INXY RINW 1200 K, (0OPM)
NI ,0°32971 YN 7270 20X ,NYRWN 7IMYNAWI NYwa P37 .6 923 75 7nws 27195 92y Yar 1mina
0’937 97721 ,°0517°0Y 1YW 120 IR NPYW PPN NN IR PIW INWN 92w TP 15w NX1IOW NRS TWpnn
YT N2THW TARD YW RIDW 700 MTY XS 12DK1 AP0 9270W TNR HY 92171 XD, NININ NNT 1997
XT3 XD, NNTD 1192 MTPA 1THWS 1997 90K INWHH PRww YW NRND YW RINW AN WHW 095 KON

. 0n¥ya 07PN OY W IWYIW 0NN IRW 53 5P PN 01w 10 PR D, D085 DN NnY M8 ww

53 15N (20
5712 OX K1 ANPYEON PI2TH NIPH 10VIW 501 NP

JINPYION’ 9y 1HY 1N

NUOIPHR PN PRARNY MOMD N M2 PR oD
AN, PIITPRY N2 MT DY A0 TY M0 M M Sin-poo
.DPRITIN Y 0100 NN

021,707 TINPRA M7 PO ,MATD MYT 1297 19 WW 07N 12175 NI
Sw DpnY 750 NI AW NIW NIYS NPYI IR AYDIVINI MT TN
LDIIN MTN YY DMK 791 17102 Wn RN

1R, 9T OPR HHI2 DNPIAW NI MTIAYN INW 191 DPRITINW TN XINW NMIXTY JWON 1and HH01
SW RN VW NN AN KN LPPIDY KIDY ,T"PN 0T1W SW DNIND 1120 XY 77NN 1"NIYKD 09270 DX
DNNAN 72WW INKDY,0°HODN 1P NIN PIAN DY ,N"Y 1IN ONIAR HW NINN DX 1Y NI 12 09173 NPV
oy Pwnm ,YOK Ww 1o1nY 7 AT KHX YR KXY N1 009000 70 AW And MK SXW NN - 5050 DX
Yon ntw PYennm Anw 5050 AN Pan XD XINW MR NNW TV PR DNNAN W Nwnn
SW DN 0927 XY1,0N0 970 PINT L, WHH M MyTa 917HW Pan ThR Y91 "0 LawTR Hnonw
NI 17112 M0 5 92THW 1HW IR JTT PTI D W YT And M2 XY HHOw o /Inxn 9w cTinY
927 D1w31 X91,MA%IA XD 170 N7 XD 1Y 921THW 2WIN XY WHN XITW 9192 P ,D0NKRN VOIN P
n1YYo3w awIn X1 KOX 599 17000 NTY MITANN DWW D PRW TN P 12153 HON0ONW N NN LINK
95W TIY2,NIMNN DY NN 7129 DNINSW 12WNT, TPITW 113 777 ATIAY AWINN DK 1130 KD 0802377 1700
3190 DR IMYY 0NY MPYW WITP ¥ON NN Y057 DX 1TAY PN LIPOY MO WOw AN 191 ATaY 2Ty

1mDH XDy

YW AN DN MTYIW Mynwn W INpyxoaa ™ OX ,0PMIW M55 70Ypna MK XITw a0 1NN X 1nNw anm Yow 1y 1wn .79
N0 YV 1Y YT XY 10 0K INK MW MmN Sw oYpan NK DAY PRW 07T 10000 7270 1K 120 DTYK M0 TNRW1,wnn
NK Y2pY 1MW DwH ,9apY AWOK 1D - MKW J0YPH2 MXYA MK NKITW 0 P72 A1 IR 12200 BRW a0 Yax wapw anwap oo

NI MMANTW N INW



PNONW DRITWI I8 VIDAT,"1PNI PWH” INPYION HY2 HW mwH 11 TY 1T HI MRS MRID Pan wan
TN MT TYD” 1PDRW TNNDT ,DOWI XY STIN DTN NI 1DKD "INZNI 9NN W STIY"D DMPIDN
AW TRD W QTR NI PITIW 1770 0177 PHR HRIW 09172 HW DnHhw DK K2ANWD TR, TNTINIY

. >T17701 13 NWN KINW AWAIN NNY N1 ... N7 0TI KNW 1YY ANow) N0 AWy’ 917 0 nnsn

INRD T'OWNI 0PN I PIIINTY NYWI 0T TN M PR
1Y ,PIAN 3D YN ;DWW DMWY 11O YYD 0N TN 27 10T e
RYDWNI MY PRI, PANVW 170N 2101 TYM NTYWNI YY)

NPOW 2P’ 297 (¥
T"INIY ANON WWW N7 KINT,T"OWN NIW 75 INNI,J"WN NIWA 15°NNA PPN DX 9PN XPDW 2pY° 390
NP0 XY 995 NNRA HaX ,Ho0 Y7171 0P KIN IR 1M 122 12T KIN 12 TWUK X"05W PAII0W ™10
212°20W 1PKI MNDIDW "NNDWN” NNPYA NANK NRPY DPNIYY NXT,DMI0IND NP0 10 9933 1129725 MY
TV I MDD WHINKD ITINY 99N INT 290 17K, 1PN KHW D°0ID 120 DW IRINAN) T 2930 Y 70
OW PHX IDNPW NMIVWNN IYINM AT PRPYY PRINIW WN3N INYW1A 913 T 31w Ty (227 DpW
J9W 09277 NRPYTA NNT NN PRINIPN DN ORW DTRY 22309 7Y DRI 1PN

VO PYIR (T
MRS, T"OWNA D PHWN INSWIW *3DY TP, TR IR 1IN YW DX 0P NNN YITAN XINW 0°33970 TN
WIWN DX NOKY 120 MW a0 ORN HY NTIRD NX D'TINY WW DNDIDNW YHW XN N"YWN Nwaw
115 972% VOYN WA 1 ITNYN DR MHWH vONN,(NPYION YA Yw o500 H35 H'o KD K10
IWPNNITINA IV, NTARD PIV DX XPNT 2920 2000 W2 I SW InI0n YW TIPA.ITIN T ATIN D303
.AN50 5Y IMTY DX MHYYNY 17NN 1NN 1Y NIPW 1NN W' MW D12°Y1 1%190 1720

D NRYD 711N D270 HY 93P W W INRDTINTI DX PAWW NON MOYIS Myw Y "0 290w InRY
NN N3 MY KM, MTYN 5P MW PWI 000N (MTYN amd a5 172 H"na N2NoN0 DR YTV ,R)
JNPWA 1IN MTYN 2N DX 12PW 0327 N1 NMITY NRYR) NMRNoN 01w X5Y 01w 0°137% MTYn and

.(AN2310 5y Mawn 15 W 1YROW NIIND 019 IR KD XINW

NN MAIYWN, NN IMTYI PWIA " SW PMAITIN *DHW N2INW TIRN AN13,19M INKY 2HW XINW NPNXI
NMYWAW 1P°00W TN INN DI0INN 2727 9O DY 000N 3PV WA W PPIN 0T ATAY NApn nrnY
5Y IMRIW 0PDMPO YW NI MK ATW DK O, 2PIDINT O7DIP0 AT DX D00 ,DHK ArRD oonm

0PN

YO MTYN AN IMRW 72NN ,PYY NP TIY 02NN DR 21725 WHNN PWIA Y ,NT RN KW INRY
IOLIN 77NN, NN DNt .92 73 93 KD 12N TR PR S0 NI7 00, MTYN N2°N52 1R KI5 NPXA

1071 N2A KITW 172 NN D 0027 92 1w NYTY 05X 0TIR .O1 1K 1723 1y Mnhw ynd Yax ,Juivp 1wna 121 .80
010 KT 1PRaN2 Noaw M Yo KY YaK  anwn

D7D YV ANITY2 2103 PUITANA



901 TN XINW NIIND 19NN TN MITYN 95w 1WHONM ,KINW PR MTYN nonb 0’500 XS YD AN NInw
A"YRY, 00127 001 935 I

AW MTNPN DX 7929 91225 1TIND 23w QYD NN PWII T INRD MK RIW INRD MPIAw 7nd 1K
TIYAW P ,NNWRIN NP0I 1 YIT 0 KOW 92T DIW VPN 1D WINNN XY 773w NP0 DR ,Awynd
DN DR NYRWD PP MPNY N N0 ,IWN NYP0IA ATARD 1IVA VA RN ANWRIN NY0Iaw
W93 19 ,0°IM3 INPYEON "YYW DWINY TP, WwTAY TIRD 1Wn1.DHOK5 2PN PR Ww MY 0omonn
NN 990N P XIN NXOX,ADRWN IP°Pa RIpOn Dw ©vHnm XY vhnn XY 182 Xinw oys 9NN DY MIN
015NN 89270 Y95 219 YY1 . 2WN XINW 0 15W TN OV WY TNR YWY, 0w Piuw? H20p XINW mawn
23PN DR WIDY PR NIIN0N MNPTA P71 00 01270 PV 27,090 KPDI DIW 12325 112 PRI DYND MXXNI

NX 122w31 (12N5W?) 12N> DRW 02500 XINW TP Y172 YN 1OV 13N PHX 1D ,ANPYIoN NN NXY 105
NIVIVR MYV NN NX PN 1OX ...NDVI OYD NT DY 1MW DN XIN IXI,INNID AT DN PN, WTNN MITvn
DIW 1N 7P XOW ,MIMIPn 12902 12T DX IXDW 03 AN ,H"IN 290 07 Y YW1 Nanw mTya nnvhw
92y XN ROX 1950 MNANN Pn 935 2% DW XY KINW PWI N NYNW) LW DX Hapn SO mynwn

(PO MW DNN XN QPTPITH DRI DNW IRIWS 1D 11790 DNW 01270 HY

{(MIRNAT NN NI PNN) RNNIT NI

"To lord Tirapati" mzn mapeme oen one s onbame o neb oebees onbane web e o t'Dﬁnn'? 12°WNN DNW 21N NIWRIN XD
ARETTE TS O EREN REpsY on v |

™ I::..I..I-.'.-.p:rn =il e e e ety = e B i ) n'.ﬁn r‘n:'r;'.;. lt<".t< ,"nﬁ”wn ]TD'”n ,Db" rn"-r s DYl

For lord tirapathi, for °wn bm TAX . D'RYnM 07 A% TIORWI ORI WY D 1 "Dy N9 ,nT VBWN PNNI N7IWA XD
TR 2T, (PuRIITE TIY 01 O NI TR YN ) ua e 1197 | donatien the bair is gOOd Db]:b ﬂﬁ]b RT wa 10,17nn ﬂﬂPUXDﬂ

The bair is donated to neela KX 1121 1PR 77w Y721 AT WM [ 1m0 X0 Twwn JuRDTD

13 0" NN 12MW00 720, Posorroy i ny7 vy mons| devi gd, nof for firapathi... WW D'PNINRND DAW T'YUNI DO0N ]TUJjJ "W

ST 59 K891 ,99K5 nrnn arR mYian nwyna
..719350 N0 YW N0 Nwyn NeX

;110 YW T DY w2 19IRD DAY DTN O T NI PN RO NNKA KT DR MpRw DU Duxy DmYan NN Y02
DT DRXY DY YaK ,0n0Y Dawn DY PR DU NMNG DM T 1 ,KX¥1) . Nai-Brahmin onxyY oRmp o1 1o
MYNWWS . DWIWD D NY100 DNRXY DTN DIPN1, 99K M2V NNV NTIAYA DPDIVW D75V A5 13772 0¥100 0 19K DXy NN

"Second Brahmin - Nai-Brahmin. It's a second category of Brahmin” :*> 12'wi1,’'ovo™bd 1712’ b DX DY Hw
12 YW W MO 1,12 KK, W TRTa)

21N3 .12 YW AWM VAW DAXY NN D2AWAN D PIW KOK 010153 DNXY DX D2WIN DIW 10w nIpInnT Nty

MW MYNWW .IT2 K DRXYY NP O 1991, 100120 NON NNKA NI DX MPRnw Dy10w DN W2 0RXY D020 NN o3
P12 YW MW 0 T .W PRI 190 LIWD 01T P7,99000 11V Y ,10 127w ,/DVDTMD 1Y’ DO OX D NYan

YW NITYA NTATNWY AN.aT 9923 0MN05 DXV NN DRAWIn XY 0Ow A9ANaa0 T 0T N 0w rxh wr

DY W YaN 0D XY 0, XY XY XY ,0™M0IN 207010 ,000 17, NOKW 1902 1T NN NRT PRI K DX DT ,07M000 9K TN
1910 YW 13790 YW 1YW ORI, DAY "ITWTR”A T NMO0ONT DK 0wy DAw Y722 ,000 Yw N> 0aY wr DXy wTIpn Thyn
AT 12P2 0MINDT L M99 1K 1909 09107 0 P71,D%W DI DK 0 WY IR 199N



ORW WA "7 ,5wnY .17Iwn XD ANd0 Y 19PN KD I0NPWIN AN DIWHW W Y YW 02927 1N Ny W
D°ODAW DA XY - 15 NIy 919150 21W9TH D°0I0IW 35 35N AWYH P9 X1 NN OX DW NN TN 110
m>an AR MWL (.. 729°72) 5127 ,AMT1 DY IMIRD TIRD P2anw M Har Wt a7 IMmwyb yomnw
NOI DX IMD AN, (MIPNA 7P NRT ATY MIpn Ty ww Y 2wn) 385 3 XM ,wITn RS D)
nwyn XY (XNLA YR 21D NSAPN NTW) JWITY NI9N YW AwPn pI XN MYAn NI0n 3YW ANpYIon

JNZY 101 2WN

NOW DY MAYWIAW 0N, DWW DTN MTIAY INWA MPYT N WW ORI RINW, YN 19 PWIA W n
n"PHI W DNY PR 159N 02T IW 123 YAN LOINK MIAMPR 1wa HODY D IDINA AT DX DOWAN
,IN%IN3 IRIW ANN NP WKI T3 DYIR D7PW Y0 PI,590 NTIAYD IR KD ATW IR KD KN 05 ,10500
W N XY DNW 1121777 NTIAY NAIPN MWYS 2T NAIWN 25N ATIAYN NPAY PIZW 1Y XD 0NN 1K)
WYn *3 ,N"PDI DWW N1 PR M0 OY NIYWN DX NN5 onmdw 71 5 ,5000 997y 105 MIywn nX
™32 IXIAND AT MINN 1D IDINA AT DX WAnY 92 190K 77T NTIAY NP0 12 MWYY IWOK T35 N

RRlRY

DVONN DIW NIPONA Y3 MMNRD TAIPW DT NI 1R ,D1PY MDD 12 DWHNWH D Nnn nwynb
MY NINYYNA D3 3939 DINK 0127 HY TYN 0NN WRIM TR YW nPhwd X019 ORW 7Y, MKINI
MPTH ON IMK IORWWS (7 MR HYH XI7) VOYN WA NIPW 713 735 NI0R RNDNT.NININHI NI 0N

A(NVSPM MW JINN DANNN) INDWN NN .KD X NTIAY TWYNI 3WN: M°an

D720 101 0% MI2 KXDT,AN5 YT RD IR .ATIAY KD ITW TMX ON TN 23NW YTV IR I W3 Y
DNPW’ 1R RY (OPNNN) 0N .0°ITA0 DAW TMK XN 0 09 M2 XD 01,07y XY AW yapw
PR RDY NTIAY ATW YNWH PNW PWH 1300 P01 .ATaY ATw b YW Mty N7 *nanosw)
DN NRT ATIAY MW PP N0 .07 DR TN D12 IR PR I D M2 XD DT, yNWN LA DX’
DR Y 912 KD INW P7,AT2Y OTW 1IN IPDNX NPAW IMIN CIX WD NPON N0 AR AT 1YY

ST DTN DR PTY KD IRW PO N1

AN5 MIY KM ,WHI NPPON 11310 DRI NTIPPDNRI AT NTW 1D NXII N PWR 1YW 192 DRI O"K)
NOW 1720 DIRND IX 10 'Y’ 10 KD 21 W’ XD 07PRNRIW ARY 90 INRW KHK 09NN 10 pwb
ANWA D2AMD MNPYION HYIAW 11 213NN NI PINT 12110 10, 1apY 1HY Hom

AN SY) "PIIPN KD 1INNN OY 1T XINW ,X"OHOW 11T 7K 2”190 DX IWHI0 0Nw M, 1oxh wn Ty
PWIA T JTRDT,WNHN PPN HINNN DY 12T T PHRW NYTS W2, (MH3IRI MW 0PN OY 92T KINW
JPDAIN NYP DrANW DWIK WHN P RYX 59 1mainn oy 9207 XY voyn

NX NNY 19m XY K10 AN DIWN AN 0w 1NN MIPKI 1290 YW YN pwaa M Sw T ww b w
93105 NI NIVIOANW *PIIT PHXR TYIW MTYH 71732 1997127 NRNNI ATW P01, TR 8D MuOpnn
92771,725 09270 DX P172Y JWHK ORI ,192T OP P N0 DI VOYN WA I HIX , NmnHbwa onxay TN
n1OM 91N XM w1 ,NNpYEon *Yya oy (pHn C9IN) YYD Anw NI Dpn Hon IwaT N T
NIYRW HRW RINW 0°N17 XD D31) TNIPH 92T DIW NIN°W DNIRA DX KD 70 OX 191 0700 OY 15W MInvwnmn

L(¥"$1,07T0 DIRWH PN DNIYuHW 10 NIMND

X D2 NPT 95 DW MISTYNN MRDW , NPITYN 2 1Y AW DNITY N3 717 HY MmN Ty b w
DN ,N2’NN2 1MRW AN DX 197°200WD I8 72NN 1K XOW 1NWn 19°017 2"1T3 HOWWOw 171U ,NYWN



110 1MTYA POINDT YNNI 19TYH MO AMNW PWIA 'Y PI,DINKI KD D101 D2IIPWI DNIN WD
DONINIW IR MVOPN 11351 NS NDWN 0P ,°NOT°PN 5 DX VIDINIRW TYINT PN T (..DNPYD N1
a7

DYINRI DWIND 92179 K ,927 SW 1955 .ANpYEona 0Nmnn Dwa XANW 11N PNIPR AP NP IND TV
92171 KD 0N SUDIPVA NNPW AN ARIW PWRT *HD DNW IN NVWA MTAPN DR DPINW DWIRA KDY
PTINN DTN DK Pan5 00101, RTPRY D9PWWw DWIR HY XHX .219pn M0 NR 07700 502w owika

I mynw *o HY1,0nnwas 0o by

SNORY NN D3N DY PT PN M YT 1Y 770 KD IR AT 51 T TY 9NN 0Ipn IV 0 IR
NN XNNTYT TR 0192 ©IPNN 07,1 DR DMK DOWN 1190 077 HY TWPIW DPnnaw 11ron Yax
NVDINRA NTH T HY ORINRW 99150 DY PRI 011 UDIPY YW WRIN 15N OY KOH PRI X0aN
PWW NVDIBNNRI 'DIID RNOW /PRI AVIKW' QY NN NIANOND IN°AN 191 ,2VDIPVA HENLY PUW
115 12N, PHARD ONID0 DK NPAINMT YOV YW NPAINHI NWHWH 03 X°7 YYD ,Henvn nbinb
H51nv 115 7251 DWTPIMW DA OP1,00EY3 HHNYN *HnIm DY NMAN5SNN 1X’AN 19 13,0172 D790
DON?2N 19K D21 ,MIPTH INWM DWH DI MW 0P PHY0A MW NMNANONN WY o 1N Y 0
P72 RS OYD ARW 'DNmN'A H5% ©N»NnY 1200 PR 195,70 DIW Y3 DW MININAN NP2 NINTA MTIY
MIWIDT MIYWwn MWy ,1aph 07, Dnmm 90 DNW DNy Y YT P LAt 'D¥00N XWIN NN
N2 H219KI,NNPYIONA 1AN5W NN PINT AT AN WHW Y3 1T 00D YANW YTnn 0D Yy IK ,DnYyn

1NN DN ... D NMINN HY 001N DNYW NN 1R AT 1YY 37 HY 001N DI0IND YW

. DTNNNN MY 7150 *nY , 05N en M5 NPMINN MY X3 950
DYIHNT DIAINAN DVIV'Y (WO

IN?2NW 297 3N RNDNTI MMNPRN YR INDNW D IINNN (0P PHN HW D0IVS PNHD MMW N3 037105
,PD0 DIW XY ,9°HRH 97101 1297 K10 IWPWAW 79192 0370 NN D91 DR DO DMK DOWN 119N
N129Y15 17392 Hap5 101 ©RYIN DNPIAT DR LORIW? 91T OW 72T IPTY 113

MIIT PHN DY WA 2VDIPVA MWNRIT IO (1Y

PRI, 00N TANK DX PRI °1D177 PNIN D172 790 ©150 DNW 0IN3 WISW AW W1 ,5onvn nHnina
HLROWW AN 53 DR YT 90 MKW DRIIW T ANPWA NN NTP2] ]”X‘? W .(070m H31) Yhaixa nwys

81.

Q: Where they shave the hair, is it considered a sacred place? A: Yes

Q: It is considered a sacred place... A: Sacred

Q: When they shave the hair do they pray? A: “Govin--" They will pray.

Q: They will pray? A: They will pray and they will say “Govin-- Govin--".



Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray? A: Yeah, every day before starting their work
they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will start their work.

Q: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave their head? Or
everybody prays? A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the
problem.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods? A: In the hall.
The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave
Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.
Q: Can any person be a barber or he is a special person? A: A barber only will shave.

Q: But I am asking, can anyone be a barber or he is a special person? A: The barber is a caste there and that caste
people only shave there.

Q: Is it a “Nehi Brahmin”? A: No no, Nayi Brahmin

Q: What does this mean? A: Nayi Brahmin means... There are two (types of) Brahmins...Brahmin is a A: for the
god... Nayi Brahmin means...Mangala Vaidyam (devotional music)is there...Mangalam Nadaswaram (a musical
instrument)... Who plays that (instrument for god) is called as “Nayi Brahmin”

Q: So they get their profession from their forefathers? It is in the family? A: It is in generation, forefathers. Some
new persons also learn...But from the same caste only.

Q: Are they considered a low caste or high caste? A: In Tirumala there is no caste feeling (discrimination based on
caste) first of all. Barbers are, they shave, but they don’t shave like in the shops. There is some rules to shave here.
They don’t do the soaps. They shave only hair and the head. That’s it.

Man (off camera): they are very sacred compared to other places.
A: it’s a holy shave.

Q: So the barbers, they feel that they are working for the lord? For the god? A: They feel their job is holyservice to
god.

Q: I was asked here if the source of the god here, there are a few names...I was asked here if he was originally a man
or he was originally a god? I think that they heard that some people maybe became gods. A: Originally he is a live
(living) god who came from Vaikuntham and became a statue here... While coming to...he met an accident with a
cow herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here. At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to
him. That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.
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Q: I asked and I was told not but I have to ask you also. I saw that there is a hundi, also in the place where the
barbers are. Now I thought I was told that they put the hair in the hundi and then after that they sell it. But then
here I was told that they don’t put the hair in the hundi. I ask you, what do they do? They put hair in the hundi or
don’t? A: Hundi’s not in the temple. Where they shave there is a special hundi for the hair collection. Only we will
keep that hair only. After shave, we will drop the hairs

Q: Into the hundi first? A: Into that hundi. Sometimes we’ll pray that, an example I will pray god. We cut the hair
for three times. We'll keep that hair in a package and we’ll drop in the main hundi. In the temple.

A: Main reason is we shave the hair is that hair is a symbol of “Kama”. “Kama”means. ..

Man (oft camera): desire. Lust?

Q: desire camera): A kind of lust thoughts

Q: Also, I must tell you now that also in Israel in the Jewish religion they say the same about the hair. That there is
lust and desire in the hair. A: So we shave the hair and we will say we don’t need anything. We want only have the

Sarnagati (total surrender to god)...

Q: Also the young children, I was told that every Indian child when he is very young they shave their hair, also.
Why do they do this?A: Because in the childhood the brain is..

Man (oft camera): the brain is at beginning stage

A: Begninng stage. The god has some power. The child do not know how to meditate, how to grasp the power from
the god. If we shave the hairs the power will enter the head... Through to his mind. That’s the reason we shave the
hair of the child... We put kumkum (vermillion paste) here (on the forehead)... Because our soul is here (pointing to

forehead point between the eyes). ...And so that it becomes recharged, it (mundan) is for that...

Q: The shaving of the children and the shaving here of the women and men it is the same, more or less? Same
reason? A: Yeah...Same reason

Q: There are other places that they shave the hair in other temples in India also? A: Yeah
Q: Not only here? A: Yeah

Q: But it started here, the tradition? A: No, No.
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82.

Tonsuring is considered as a sacrifice to god.

The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an offering means that he fully believes that somehow it reaches
its destination. Why do we pray to god to make us good human beings? It is because we believe that some unknown
power whichever and whatever name we assign to it will definitely help us and grant our prayers.

Even a small portion of the hair can be offered to the Lord. It is accepted by the Temple management.

The majority of Women both in rural and urban areas cut their hair only for offering to different deities in different
temples.

I repeat that the devotees offer their hair as an offering to god. It is out of devotion that they offer anything to god.
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How do we know whether god accepts any offering or not. Only if we believe, we make any offering. The one who
does not believe in god will not be making any offerings to god. Because he does not believe in the very existence of
god. It is the faith of the devotee in god that makes him offer any offering to god.

It is not compulsory to tonsure or cut the hair before entering into the temple. If the devotee wishes to offer it then
he may.

Though the hair that is offered is not placed before the idol, the devotee believes that his devotion through that act
reaches god. It is so in the case of any offerings. The story of N”d may not be known to all devotees. It is not
necessary that one should know that story to make the ofterings of hair.

Since many years (We do not know when this offering was started) this offering has been made and devotees follow
it. Devotees offer their hair to the Lord irrespective of the fact whether they know the story or not.

Tonsuring is not a ritual. It is an offering to god that involves sacrifice.

The offering of the hair to Lord Venk---ra is considered as an important offering since unknown times. It is also
possible that the story of ND might have made the devotees do this act. Anything is possible.

The devotee is not bothered or concerned about what happens to his offering of hair to the Lord. It is immaterial for
him. If he wishes and decides to offer his hair to the Lord then he does it. There ends the matter. Probing that further
is both unnecessary and also has no significance.

The offerings can be anything. It is immaterial. It is the feeling of intense Love behind that act that matters in
devotion. The offerings can be a leaf; a fruit or hair or anything. The story of N”d only proves her intense devotion
to the Lord.

Human hair is one of the offerings not only at Tirumala but also in so many other temples in other places as well.
The belief'in the story of N”d is also an important reason for this type of offering at Tirumala. Even those who are
not aware of this story may be making this offering as it is considered as one of the important offerings to the Deity
at Tirumala.

This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because no offerings are made in
front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to stand in front of the Deity.
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83.

e Q:Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: Yes, its religious belief
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Q: Is the hair considered an offering to the god? A: YES, as they are believing in god

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and during the tonsuring
process? Do the Barbers say any prayers to the god before and during the tonsuring? A: Pilgrims chant govin--
before tonsuring and even barbers also pray god before starting tonsure. They believe that sacrificed hair
will reach the god.

Q: What does "Govin--" mean? A: govin-- is another name of lord ven---ara, the name comes from the Sanskrit go,
which means both "Veda” and “cow,” and vinda, meaning “finding” or “gaining.

84.
Q: Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: It’s a Offering to god.

Q: I was told that Indian men and women believe that their tonsured hair will reach the god- would you mind
explaining that? Do they believe that the god accepts this hair? Is the hair considered a gift? A: It is a Strong Belief
that god Accepts their Offerings and full fill their strong Desires. There is a Story regarding this Offering. (quotes
the legend in great detail)

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and during the tonsuring
process? A: Yes People who are Getting Tonsure will Chant "Govin--" as it a significance that they are completely
believing and Thanking the Almighty. Govin-- or Om Namo Venkatesaya are chanting Mantras.
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We are here to provide data about temple history, rituals performed, special days to visit the
temple, special offerings in the temple and much more. We are here to act as a partner in your
spiritual journey to Tirumala and providing you tour packages with LOCAL prices so that one
need not worry about tariffs hikes during RUSH seasons.
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85.

Q: Is hair considered impure according to Hinduism? Is that also why it's cut oft before entering the temple? A: It
is not mandatory that people have to give their hair to god before entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT
impure.

Q: Is tonsuring done to humble oneself or is it done to give ones hair to the gods as a gift? A: One treats giving the
hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by god and there is a short story behind this. (quotes the legend of
baldspot)

Q: Do pilgrims know about the religious stories behind tonsuring? A: Most of the people knowing the reason behind
giving hair to god. As mentioned earlier most of the people give their hair as their wishes were fulfilled by god.
There are people who will give prior to beginning of any New tasks or works.

Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed inside. Tonsure has to be done
only by the people of specific castes

Q: :is it acceptable for a woman to tonsure just a few hairs as a sacrifice to the god instead of cutting off all her hair?
A: Very valid point to make a note. Instead of giving their entire hair to Lord, Woman can select Moodu
Kathirimpulu in Telugu language (Three Cuts) to Lord Srinivasa. Three Cuts: One at left, other at right and one is
at center (Part of the hair)

Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into the temple to put in
the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the
temple? A: They do not cut their hair at Home, (Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair from tonsured
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halls and dropping in Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to god
directly. Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings mostly)
which is inside silver threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity

Q: You mentioned that women can't enter the temple while menstruating- what about in the tonsuring hall? Can
they go to tonsure during menstruation? A: Strictly speaking NO. But we cannot stop them. 99% of women will not
tonsure during menstruation.

Q: About Tirumala- do pilgrims go there specifically to tonsure (and don't do it at home)? Is the whole area holy?
A: Yes exactly Having tonsure at pilgrimage places means that one is giving hair to god. Entire Tirumala -
which is an hilly area is considered as sacred. Below are some things that you don't find in Tirumala. Movie
theaters Footwear shops Shops which sell Non Vegetarian No alcohol and one cannot take alcohol items from Down
hill (which is called Tirupati) No flights should fly above Tirumala.(it's a non flying zone).

Q: Is the tonsuring just a preparation for Darshan? or is it its own distinct religious custom and ritual? A: Tonsuring
started long time back and this is specific to Hinduism religion .There is no connection between darshan
and tonsuring.

It is not mandatory or custom that people has to have tonsure before going for darshan. It's kind of religious
custom.

Q: Can it be done after Darshan? or a different time? A: People usually prefers to have it before going for darshan.
Some can take tonsure and can skip darshan.
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86.

Yes-offering of the hair is considered very special & sacred especially in Tirumala. People believe in the offering of
the hair in return to the blessings received. in that, the offer is made with the fullest sincerity...

An offering of hair is more precious than coconut/flowers... Lord Vish-- s a very compassionate god and he accepts
anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's might.
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87.
Q: Oh so N”d really gave h er hair to lord Vish--? A: Yes, yes, yes.

Q: Oh it’s a real story? A: The legend is not just, not something imaginary story. It's not an imaginary story....
something happened there...actually if I remember correctly, it is applicable to that temple and that place where this
practice is continuing. And then you mentioned that it spread to other temples... from generation after generation.
There is a chance that it may reach 100% the same manner as it was told and followed from several hundreds of
years back.

Q: Do you know how old this legend is, is it a very old legend or is it recent? A: No, no its thousands and thousands
of years back.

Q: Oh, its thousands... do people in India, did they know it even in the 1800s? A: Yes, yes, yes, yes.

Q:So when they sacrifice their hair do they believe they are sacrificing it for Lord Vish-- or for N”d? A: For Vish—-,
for Vish--.

Q: Do you think the tonsuring at Tirumala and elsewhere is it considered a holy, it’s like a holy sacrifice, is it holy
or? A: It is, let’s say if you consider it as religious then it is holy...

Q: Is it religious? A: Yes, is it religious, Yes it is...

Q: And the hair itself, I'm just curious the hair itself, does it have importance because it’s being sacrificed, you know
it's something important that’s being sacrificed, like when someone, you know let’s say food is important to a person
so when they fast they are sacrificing something important to them. A: Correct.

Q: Is it the same thing with the hair? A: It is the same, same... Why should I sacrifice my hair because... what’s a
need for me, essential for me, from that if you do only it’s called a sacrifice.

Q: So you want to give something that is important to you, your sacrificing it for lord Vish--. A: Correct, correct. I
want so many things....If someone’s giving me something free and if I donate that... I got it free I'm returning it
back so that doesn’t, it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But something which I earn myself, I put my effort and I
earned something and from that earning, if 'm giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.

Q: It is a real sacrifice? So it’s not, the hair isn’t considered like something dirty or impure that they want to take off
before they want to go in? A: Nooo, no.
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Wikipedia — “Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an offering to
god.”

Tamil Dictionary — The word wused for tonsuring, mottaikanikkai 1is

“Wwus [T6001 18 60085, translated: an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and
presented to an idol in fulfilment of a vow.”

From the Book “Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage” by Dr. Thimmappa
Valmiki, pg. 173 “It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the
man and the deity to whom it is oftered.”

Dr. Shanta Nair: The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an offering
means that he fully believes that somehow it reaches its destination... Though the
hair that is offered is not placed before the idol, the devotee believes that his
devotion through that act reaches god.”

8. Sign outside of tonsuring hall, in English: “Place of surrendering human hair to
lord ...” (surrender in this context means giving, see 't MN /N P79)

9. In Tamil the sign says that it is the place where they “samarpanam” the hair, and
that word is translated as: “Dedication, Votive oftering. Giving, presenting, Giving
to superiors™”

10. In Telugu the sign says “samarpincu”, translated as “to offer, to offer with respect,
to give with faith, devotion”

11. In Hindi the sign says “Daan”, translated as “giving, presenting, oftering.”

12.Sign inside the tonsuring hall (mentioned in Entanglement pg. 82) “The
Kalyanakatta is a sacred place where devotees offer their tonsuring with utmost
devotion to Lord.”

13. TTD Magazine: “Kalyanakatta is a sacred place. Here devotees offer their hair to

lord in fulfilment of their vows.”
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From an article in 1957 discussing the barbers, says it the duty of the barbers “to
shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the deity as

offering”

TTD, the administrators of the temple, in correspondence: “It’s a Offering to god.
It is a Strong Belief that god Accepts their Offerings and full fill their strong
Desires.”

TTY, an organization to help those who want to research the rituals of the temple:
“One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by god... It is
not mandatory that people have to give their hair to god before entering the
temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT impure... Leaving hair after tonsure at
tonsuring places will be given to god directly.”

Gotirupati website: quotes the legend, and finishes off that the idol said “he said all
the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati belongs to N”d. Giving
our hair to god is a symbol of leaving our ego”

Pilgrim in video (1): “Selling (the hair) in the market...that is a business, I know
very well. But my mindset is I am coming, I am shaving my hairs, I am giving it
to god. This is my mindset, my heartset and when I am shaving I am praying for
the gods”

Documentary — “The Hair Brained Fashion Scheme’:- “Millions of Indians believe
sacrificing their hair is the path to happiness... in their pursuit of good fortune
many will make a very personal offering (their hair). A woman is beautiful with
hair and after offering the hair to god she’s still beautiful.”

“INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES” documentary “In this temple in Southern India,
thousands of devotees are preparing to make a rather unusual offering. Some of
them have waited years for this moment. Growing their hair before giving it to the
gods. It is a sacred ritual for millions of hindus.”

Documentary “Just Extensions” by Ms. Riqua Hailes. One pilgrim says “god has
the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And than god gives
(blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will give their hair. Than the
hair will be... on his scar.”

Documentary “Good Hair” from Chris Rock “When he fulfilled my desires, I
promised him I'd give him my hair.”

From the book “Sikh Religions and Hair” pg. 48 “Hindus began to ofter the hair to
the deity instead of the head. Presumably at some stage religious and fertility

rituals somehow got associated with hair, which began to be offered as an
alternative to human sacrifice.”

“Head and Heart” by Mary Storm Pg. 29 "Hair sacrifice has its own specifically
charged symbolism, but it also shares much of the same symbolism as head
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offerings, and as such should probably be understood as a non-violent substitute
for head offering."

"The New life" by Arthur H. Daniels pg. 31 "In their origin the hair offering and
the offering of ones own blood are precisely similar in meaning."

“The Census of India” 1981, pg. 251 “Tonsure ceremony is the most popular
custom of Tirumala. ... The Lord accepts from the devotees anything one can offer
but he especially likes their hair offering...”

“Entanglement, Emma Tarlo pg. 82: "Hair is a woman’s beauty,” a woman with
shoulder-length hair tells us as we step outside. “When she gives it to god, her
beauty goes straight to him.”

“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V. Russell pg. 36:
"Another case of the hair offering is that made in fulfilment of a vow or at a temple,
in this case the hair appears to be a gift-offering which is made to the god
representing the life and strength of the donor".

"Hair" By Scott Lowe pg. 41: "Indian hair is an outgrowth of long established
religious practices of sacrifice, in which female devotees on pilgrimage shave their
head hair and present it as an offering to a deity".

“Tonsuring: Myths and facts” by Kaliaperumal Karthikeyan, “Tonsuring is a
common ritual rite in the temple town of Tirupathi (South India) and daily both
men and women tonsure in thousands. Hindu devotees ofter their hair to Lord
Balaji for favors received, to show gratitude and respect. Both men and women
offer their hair.”

Shodhganga, By M . Aruna Jyothi, (pg 101): "As per puranas, hair offered by
devotees is t ocoveruo the lost hair (it is a very small potion) of Lord V...."

Dr. Anand Mohan: - He explains that there is no point in selling the hair yourself
after tonsuring and no point in throwing it directly into the garbage: “Well, what'’s
the point of it then? You aren’t giving it away; you are making a profit out of it
then. What is the sanctity of saying, “Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and
then you want to profit form that!... Because you say you are offering to the
presiding deity at that particular temple, so there’s no point in throwing it in the

garbage.”

From Eidus of R* G. West — That the pilgrims explained to him that the offering
of hair is identical to the coconut offering, and that hair is not impure.

Priest 1: From a conversation R® G. West had with a priest: “If you ofter, this
means, we are offering the head, like that, It's symbolic for the head offering, head
is the beatification... symbolic of the beautification that is the symbolic of the hair
offering... it is looking like head oftering.”

Priest 2: “That is why the people all over India come to temple and offer their hair
to god and god receives the hair as a holy sacrifice. Why, because offering coconut
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and other things that are not part of the body and they considered as prasada
(offering food to god). But hair offering is from the body that to it [the body], it is
the beauty of the person. By offering them he shows it is a sacrifice to the god, and
god also considers it as a Holy Sacrifice.”

Priest 3: “So many people will have some questions about the hair that was given
in this religious custom...Once we think whether it is useful in any way to god...
So no doubt, every flower, fruit, leaves etc., whatever you offer to god it will reach
him. Whatever it comes with, these things reaches to the god. We are expressing
our firm belief in this.”

Priest 4: “...Originally, he is a live (living) god who came from Vaikuntha and
became a statue here... While coming to...he met an accident with a cow herd, he
throw the axe...Axe make a wound here. At that time he lost hair here. For that
only we give hairs to him. That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.”

Priest 5: “Offering of the hair is considered very special & sacred especially in
Tirumala. People believe in the offering of the hair, in return for the blessings
received. In that, the offer is made with the fullest sincerity... An offering of hair
is more precious than coconut/flowers... Lord Vis--is a very compassionate god
and he accepts anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's might.”

Priest 6: “there is a purpose of tonsuring. It is the practice, it is the custom, it is
the practice started in Tirupati which has now... Correct, correct. I want so many
things... If someone’s giving me something free and if I donate that... I got it free
I'm returning it back so that doesn’t, it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But
something which I earn myself, I put my effort and I earned something and from
that earning, if I'm giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.”

Priest 7: “In our tradition the Lord Venkat--— has got an injury of his head. one of
his, like uh his beauty, lady beauty called Ne—De-- [Q: She gave her hair?] Yes,
Than he said in Telugu that who gives the hair...”

Priest 8: “...Yeah, that means we already offered to god. We already give it to the
god.

”»

Priest 9: “And the women are giving hair for their own desire to give to Bal... their
hair, for their good luck, for their health, a lot of things... Like an offering, yeah.
So in that way you're giving something to Bala....”

Priest 10: “Even in difterent big temples all over India, they go give their hair like
a sacrifice.”



44. Priest 11: “Q: But do they feel that they're giving the hair to the deity? A: To the
god, yes! Q: Do they think in their minds that they are doing it for the deity, that
he accepts the hair? A: Yes, yes. Exactly! Exactly!

45. Priest 12: “People giving hair to Bal... because Bala.. has a bald spot... Had
accident got hit with the axe. Ne”d donate to Bala... That’s why people give to the
lord... people giving the hair, that belongs to Ned..vi.”
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