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Dear Sorah, Jun 25

1. The hair that is offered to god is like any other offering that involves sacrifice on the part
of the devotee. According to one legend one hunter who was a great devotee of Lord Shiva plucked
one of his eyes with his bow when he saw that one of the eyes of the god was bleeding. (There is a
big tale behind this). In this the oftering of the eye to god by the devotee signifies his devotion and
deep love to god. He was not bothered about his own sacrifice in that act or whether the god wanted
the eye from him or whether god was pleased with his act and so on. It was his unselfish love with
no expectation of any reward or return from his act that made him do that. Even here it is not the
offering that is the eye that matters. It is the extent of devotion that one has to see in this.

2. The offering of the hair to Lord Venkateshwara is considered as an important offering
since unknown times. It is also possible that the story of Neela Dev might have made the devotees
do this act. Anything is possible.

3. While understanding devotion we have to see all rituals, offerings etc to god from the angle of the
devotee. The devotees may have any number of reasons for this. May be by this act he hopes that
god will become happy, or that he may get his wishes fulfilled, or this may be an act of thanksgiving
to the Lord for fulfilling his wishes for which he had been praying, or it might be for the sheer
happiness of the devotee or it may be that he is influenced by the tale of the Neela devi or it might
be to express his deep and intense, and unconditional love to god that expects nothing in return and
so on.

3. In religion we have to understand everything whether it is ritual or offering or prayer or vows
that one undertakes from the angle of the devotee. What the devotee does depends totally on his
nature and mentality. Whatever he does for god makes immense sense for him although it may look
ridiculous and superstitious and blind belief to a nonbeliever. We know nothing about god actually
and experientially. We do everything on the basis of our belief and faith. If you start analyzing from
the angle of god you will be at a loss because we actually do not know about god. Your problem is
because you are analyzing any act of the devotee or his offerings to god and are trying to rationalize
the acts of the devotee and you are also trying to understand from the angle of god. That is the
reason for your never ending questions.

4. The devotee is not bothered or concerned about what happens to his oftering of hair to the Lord.
[t is immaterial for him. If he wishes and decides to offer his hair to the Lord then he does it. There
ends the matter. Probing that further is both unnecessary and also has no significance.

5. The offerings can be anything. It is immaterial. It is the feeling of intense Love behind that

act that matters in devotion. The offerings can be a leaf, a fruit or hair or anything. The story
of Neela Devi only proves her intense devotion to the Lord.

With Love
Shantha N Nair
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Q: Why would the people agree to give the money to the temple as opposed to taking it themselves? A: Well, what’s the point of
it then? You aren’t giving it away; you are making a profit out of it then. What is the sanctity of saying, “Well, if this happens, I'll
offer my hair,” and then you want to profit form that! Q: Okay, then why can’t they just cut to off and throw it in the garbage? A:
Well, because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at that particular temple, so there’s no point in throwing it in the
garbage! Q: | see. They do offer it to accrue to the benefit of the temple. A: Of course, but in the olden days nobody did that. Okay,
a hundred years ago or a couple of hundred years ago you would just throw it in the garbage Q: And do the people who offer up
the hair know where it eventually ends up? A: No.



