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hair. A reprint of an article published In May, August 1831 A.D. by an English
District Collector of the region, about Tirumala in the Asiatic Journal, already
quoted, mentions that ““offerings or counickee are made generally from interested
motives, and are of every diversity of articles conceivable; gold and silver
lumps, coins of all sorts, bags of rupees, copper, money, spices, asafoetida
the hair cut off the head frequently vowed from infancy, and given up by some
beautiful virgin in compliance with her parents' oath". From the above it
i6 evident that this custom at least existed in the year 1831 A.D. if not earlier,

This custom of removing hair asa part of religious ceremony has a very
hoaty past,

From the study of comparative religion it becomes clear that hair is
attributed with magical power in early civilizations and ancient culture, It
is considered to be the seat of power and the strength of its owner. It is for
this reason that hair is well-guarded against black magic among primitive
people and folk. It is also for this reason that hair-offering is an important
practice in rites of initiation and propitiation of deities and of fore-fathers.
Its role in these rites has been well interpreted by W. Robertson Smith. From
a close study of Semitic religion, he comes to the conclusion that hair-offering
is similar to blood-offering and is believed to establish a bond between the
man and the deity to whom it is offered.
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