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demand. The long and uniformly trimmed hair is called remy hair, which has a big
market in Europe and the US, where it is woven into wigs., The non-remy hair, broken
and short, has a huge demand in China, which in turn makes wigs and sells it in the
American or African market, especially Nigeria. In the domestic market. Tirumala
hair 1s popular in Mumba: for making wigs for film stars." In 2011, the temple
authorities took to e-auctioning, courtesy of a spike in demand from truders across the
world. "As many as 49 traders participated in last vear's auction and bid huge amounts
for various categonies of hair. In 2011-12, the Tirumala temple eamed nearly Rs 200

crore out of its total revenue of Rs 1,949 crore’, from auctioning human hair.
PUROHITH SANGAM

There are 200 Purchits rendering services in Purohit Sangham to attend
Marriages. Sankalpams. Poojas, Upanayanams and Vrathams etc. The Purohiths are
deputed on rotation basis to the Papavinasanam, Akaszganga and Gogarbham Dam
for the convenience of Devotees. They are not regular employees, but work under the
control of TTD as a result of an agreement entered in the year 1952 hetween the
Executive Officer, TTD and the President of Tirumals Theerthavasi Purohith
Sangam. The receipts of the Purohith Sangam are shared at 75 percent and Sangam

and 25 per cent of Devasthanam”.
TONSURING

Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to
Tirumala vsually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering.
Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit
the temple offer their hair at the Kalvanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose, A
bath in the Pushkarini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the

temple and worship the Lord.

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom it is offered. As one enters Tirumala one would invariably find a

cluster of cottages and choultries bwilt for accommodation of the pilgnims. Just

5. The Hindu, (Chennai), 21-09-2011, p. 3
6. TTD Administration Report, n.4, p. 128
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beyond these is the Kalyanakatta. Men, Women and children join the Line to get their
heads tonsured. A nomina! fee is collected for the tonsuring and it is possible that the
revenue aspect of this black gold to TTD is commendable. Which goes for its
philanthrapic activities. Cottages like ATC have a facility from 6am to 6pm wherein
the pilgrims can avoid the serpentine Queues of Kalyanakatta, 1t has appointed
sufficient barbers to attend. About 15,000 to 20,000 pilgrims have their heads

tonsured per day. This complex is maintained well.

Incidentally this custom also has brought in a couple of Guinness World
Records for this temple as the largest ever-human hair collected via tonsuring of
heads and largest revenue camer by sale of human hair. No mention of Tirupati would
be complete without mentioning tonsuring as a symbol of devetion to God. One can
easily identify a family if they have been on 2 prlgrimage to Tirupan by their clean
shaven heads. In fact the volume of human hair is so enormous that it is actually
sorted oul and exported, making India the largest exporter of human har in the

world.'

LADDLU PRASADA SEVA

The new velumary service, "Laddu Prasada Seva", a part of Srivari Seva
voluntary service being operated by TTD started from second week of Jaunary 2013,
Designed on the lines of the successfully running "Parakamani Seva". the Laddu
Prasada Seva service commenced from 13 January 2013, With an aim to issue Jaddu
tokens to the visiting pilgrims in a more transparent manner, TTD has mulled this
unique seva and launched its web page on TTD offictal web site on December 28, The
interested prignms hailing from Southern States of India have to register on-line alone

in order to take part in this service.
GENERAL FACILITIES

Transport to Tirumala

There are two well laid motorable Ghat roads The first ghat road from Tirupau

to Tirumala was laid on 10-04-1944 and 1ts {ength is about 19 Kms, with the cost of

7. Tirumala Darshini, TTD, Tirupati, 1986, p.84.
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