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TONSURING
Another unigue custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgnms to
lrumala wsually ofter the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotioral offering.

Persens in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit
the temple offer their hair at the Kalvanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose. A
bath in the Pushkanni follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the

temple and worship the Lord

1t is believed that haw oftering establishes a bond between the man and the

deity to whom i1 15 offered. As one enters Tirumala one would mvariably find a
cluster of cotages and choultries built for accommodation of the pilgnms. Just
5, ﬂmHmdu (Chcmdl} 2]- 3"’? 2001, p. 3

6. TTD Administration Report, n4, p. 128
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